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sc We earnestly refer our readers to certain letters 
of Mr. Mapison on the constitutional powers of eon- 
ss. They are precious to the public, and must have 
effect to quiet the disciples of the new school;Mwuhich, if 
not arrested in its progress, would construe construction, 
like a certain of its members in congress, until the par- 
ticle, or point, of power remaining to the gencral govern- 
ment would be so exceedingly small, that the gentleman 
himself would hardly sce enough of it, to tell others, 
clearly, whether any point remained on which to rest the 
union of the states, though it seems that the old fashioned 
statesmen of Virginia were in atlvance in support of those 
ciples which the new politicians of that state so ar- 
dently oppose. - Indeed, it is only of late that the power 
of the general government to aaa the industry of the 
people, was questioned; though put into operation at the 
first session of the first congress,:-and in consequence of 
previous like proceedings th 
in several! of the states, under the old confederation. 

In contrast with Mr. Madison’s opinions, we offer the 
following resolutions which Mr, Wilson has introduced 
into the senate of South Carolina: 

ist. Phat the late tariff act of the United States, laid for 
the protection of domestic manufactures, is unconstitution- 
al, void and inoperative; and not binding upon the citi- 
zens of this state, and they are discharged from allobedi- 
ence to the same. 

23. That the governor of this state be instructed and 
required to protect the citizens of this state from the un- 
constitationsl control or oppression of all such laws as 
may be attempted to be enforced against them from any 
and every foreign authority. 

Sd. That the foregoing resolutions be forwarded by the 
governor to the president of the U. States, our senators 
and members of congress, and to the collectors of the 
towns of Charteston, Georgetown and Beatfort. 

The ‘‘Hartford. conventionists”—the ‘‘tories and blue 
i of the east, never proceeded to this detestable 
length. 

ut further—Stephen D, Miller, esq. has been elect- 
ed governor of the state, and the following is given as an 
extract from his inaugural address. 

**In swearing to support the constitution of the United 
States, Ido not re and myself as acknowledging alleziance 
fo an unconstitutional act’of congress. Acguiescencein 
such legislation must be considered a matter of conve- 
nience, and not of duty: FResistance to it involves alone 
the question of policy and 1ot of crime.” 
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34 cents. * One beautiful fot of fleeces, takenfrom > 
ed Saxony sheep, clean washed, brought 603 cents. - 
atenage prices were, as nearly as can be estimated, 
apa 15 per cent below any previous sale. 

(The average price of wool must needs be lower, fr 
such is the average price of woollen goods—and yet Lace 
sons are talking about the oppressions of the tariff! n 
uli is busy in the United States. Uehas more ou 
for now than at any period in theJate war;.and wo 
rather havea slice from the south than from the east of 
out country. British muskets will be abundantly sup- 
vlied, when called for by a South Carolina resolutiqn, 
to which certain doings above published, seem prepara 
tory, being equivalent toan appeal to arms, if adopted 
Aad all this because the price of woollen and othergoods 
is reduced to consumers in the south. | : 

Banks aNp tHe Tanirr, An old and valued patran 
and friend iri North Carolina, beg tong felt the depreciate 
ed paper of the banks in that state to be a serious grie™ 
ance, but he thinks that so many who hare power to 
bring about reformation are interested in the corporations, 
or are so heavily indebted to them, that no measures will 
be speedily adopted to compel a resumption of specie Bay 
ments; and he gives an opinion that the loss sustained by 
the people, because of the depreciated value of bank paper, 
is greater than the additional duties imposed by the late 
tari, cxcept ona very few articles. 

Avucrioxs. The following is an extract from a lonp 
and friendly letter to the editors, from a venerable gene 
tleman far in the western country, dated Nov. 15. 

‘In the Register of the 25th ultimo, you report a smal} 
part of the report of the committee of the British house 
of lords, disclosing the deceits, rogaerics, &c. of the 
British manufacturers, that has made our triend ———=, 
and other merchants of this place, look close at their pur- 
chases at auction at Philadelphia and New York, of blank- 
ets, padding and other woollens, which they dare not 
nowoffer for sale. Wid the importers know nothing of 
such deceits, when they put them at auction, and let 
them go at low. prices? How long will the Amerfcans 
: suffer themselves to be so grossly imposed upon by Brit- 
jish knaveries, when we have it In our power to sceure 





‘ ourselyes.against such daring impositions,” &c. 


This is a literal extract as stated above. It has refer- 
ence to the facts diselosed as to the British manufacture 
of woollen rags, (imported as manure), into cloths.. See 


We have no time or_room for comments. The ad-! page 131. 


ministration about to commence, will require the support 


of the. wisest heads and best hearts in the United States to ' 


quiet such feelings as are shewn in the preceding—for to 
make the ficople believe that the tariff laws are uncon- 








stitutional is just as possible as “to lade out Lake 


Roperz J. Cnirrennex, of Keritucky, has been 
nominated to the scnate as an associate justice of the su- 
preme court of the United States, in the place of Mr. 
Trimble, deceased. 


Ontario with a horn-spoon!” t a . 


would have protected the growth of wool without pro- 
tecting its domestic manufacturc—(admitting that the | 
former was reai/y the intention of the friends of the late 
tariff Lill, as reported to the housc), is demonstrated in 
the following paragraph, from the Boston Courier of the 
19th inst. 

Saleof Wool _The public sale of wool by Messrs. | 
Coolidge, Poor & Head, which took place yesterday, | 
was well attended, the principal dealers and manufac- 
turers being present. Notwithstanding the sale went off 
very heavy. A large part of the Saxony wool was with- 
drawn, the manufacturers not being willing to bid cost 
and charges of importation.’ The most of these des¢rip- 
“ons ave of recent importations frem London and Ger- 
ee The American fleece woo) sold low. Selected 

axony and Merino fleeces, very clean washed, brought 


from 44 to 48 cents. rool $ 
Vor. XEN, oo washed erade wool 90 to 





Tur Late TANIEF LAW. The wisdom of those ial 


TRANsponraTions. A Worcester, Mass. paper come 
municates the remarkable fact, that a quantily of eberry 
plank and joists have been received in that town from 
Michigan or Ohio, brought from the head of Lake Erle 
by the New York grand canal, the; North river, and 
Long Island Sound, wp the Blackstone canal. The dis- 
tance is at Jeast nine hundred) miles, of which four hans 
dred is aptificial navigation. 


“THE system.” We copy the following from the 


Pittsbargh Statesman. This manufactory of damask tee 
ble linen wii/ sueceed. Persons will feel an honorable 
pride in .shewing that their table cloths were specially 
made for them, and cheerfully pay the extra cost of 
mar themin the loom. As it proceeds, it pie ed 
stre to itself; and, after a while, be fully 

for common supplies of the article. We wish every ep- 
cou tto Mr. Stewart, and hope he will obtain it, 
“north of Mason and Dickson’s Jine!’’ 
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Damiask table linen. The manufacture of this ar- { 


ticle has lately been commenced in this ci 
- Mr. Hamilton Stewart, whose e it has hith- 
erto excited Wut little attention, but who has for some 
time been extensively en io the manufacture of a 
great variety of cotton s, has, with great difficulty 
and much expense, a to the variety the important 
article of damask table linen. It is said to be the first 
ever made in this country, and the specimens that we 
have-seen do credit to the skill and taste of the manufac- 
turer, as also to the city to whose liberality and patronage 
he must look for remuneration and support. 
The table cloths which he manufactures are extreme] 
neat, and what is of equal importance, they are very cheap 
‘and of a texture that will insure service and durability. 
In’ weaving the cloth the threads are so arranged and 
, that almost any figure or name or Ietters can be 
rade to appear in full view upon the surface. Those which 
Mr. 8S. has now on hand have steam-hoats, flags, with their 
wheels, pipes, &c. and the name of the boat handsom * | 
Jettered upon them. Weare pleased to hear that Mr. S. 
is receiving numerous orders from steam-boats and public 
houses for this.article. “They can be mate to any length, 
even 100 yards if required. The ortinary size, however, 
for voy families, is 25. yards long by 2 wide. It is 
grat thy S to learn, that many of the fashionable and 
‘wea of the city, have manifested their disposition to 
encourage domestic skill and industry, by ordering sup- 
plies of *‘damask table linen of Pittsburgh manufac- 
ture. 





Weattn or THE SEA. The ship Rambler arrived at 
Tarpatlin cove, on the 20th ult. from the Pacific, witha 
of 2,000 barrels of oil. The Rambler reports that 
between the first of January and the time of her depar- 


ture, there arrived at Oahu, Bbls. oil. 





15 ships belonging to New Bedford containing 13,440 
21 ships belonging to Nantucket, with 20,130 
7 belonging to other eastern ports, 4,470 
10 belonging to London, 8,650 
And the Rambler, 2,000 
Making bbls. 48,690 


Here we see that fifty-four ships, 44 of which were 
American, laden with nearly 50,000 barrels of oil, had 
touched, ina few months, at one island, and the value of 
their cargoes must have exceeded a million of dollars— 
all drawn from the sea, or created through the labors of 
the adventurous fishermen. The capital and men em- 
Ployed in this trade, and its dependent branches of bu- 
siness, is oflarge amount. The whole fishery, however, 
is to be seriously affected by the introduction and gene- 
ral use of gasin our eities and large towns—still, great 
quantities of ofl will always be in demand for various pur- 
poses—especially 4 manufactirers. 

A British paper has an account of a whale killed bya 
person named Pashby, of the Fanny, of Hull, which 
yielded 117 butts, or 43 tuns ofoil. The blubber of this 
whale was thought to weigh 129 tons, and the whole 
whale about 420 tons—its jaw bones were about 20 feet 
long, and ‘its-tongue weighed two tons. If this report 
is true, we have no doubt that it can be matched by a 
Nantucketman; who, in any thing that pertains to whales, 
has no idea of being a secondary character. 





TAE BREAKWATER, near the mouth of the Delaware, 
will be commenced with much spirit early in the spring. 
Mr. Leiper, one of the contractors to supply the stone, 
has made a canal a mile and a half long, in Delaware 
county, Pa. having two locks, exeéuted in the best man- 
ner, by which the famous Ridley-creek stone will be di- 
rectly transported from the quarries to the site of the 
break water. rae & quantities, are also to be supplied 
from the neighborhood of Wilmington, Del. 

‘ Prawos. ‘He that hath not music in his soul,” &c. 
It is estimated that about 800 pianosare annually made in 
New York—a greater number probably in Philadelphia, 
many*in Boston and Baltimore, &c. and it is thought that 
2,500 are manufactured yearly. Their quality and fin- 
ish is of the highest order, and their price cheaper than 
that of the foreign pianos. Theira te value is sup- 
posed to exceed 750,000 dollars, alloting an arcrage of 

















se 250 for each. This a new manufacture with us~ 
and worth more to us than the whole trade of the Meo, 
terranean sea, which is protected by a squadron of vesse, 
of war, costing pretty nearly one million of dollars “a 
nually. ‘We do not find fault with that—we are for; 
broad protection of all the honest pursuits of our fel}, 
citizens; but let it be cqually extended to all, the make, 
of pianos as well as the owners of ships. 





Cranpernits. The following from a paper publis;.. 
ed at Lancaster, Mass. shows how great profits may he 
made out of industry and attention to small things, | 

We are informed that a farmer in Mendon gathero, 
last fall, from 6 acres of meadow, 1300 bushels of ern). 
berries, for which he received 50 cents per bushel. 1. 
had purchased the land but a short time before for $12 a, 
acre, receiving thus, more than 900 per cent. upon tie 
cost of his land. , 





Rocks. This casealso isin point of the 
remark—as stated before the Merrimack, Ne 
shire Agricultural Society, Oet 15. 1828.— 

“Lieut. Amos Abbot, of Concord, owns part of the 
hill where our state prison stones are quarried, The 
whole of this hill was considered by the old proprictors oy 
that town as of Jittle value—and I believe the section; 
owned by Mr. Abbott cost him less than 50 cents per 
acre. 

‘In July, 1823, he sold from his tract a single rock jy 
its native state for $105. Mr. Parker, the purchaser, 
sold it rough split, in the yard of our state prison, to th: 
warden for $1300, who realized for it in Boston, $6,129, 
This single rock made 10,500 feet of facing stone and or. 
namental work—and the aggregate weight of all the 
biocks (smooth hewn) was 550 tons, itbaving lost only 
50 tons in being prepared for the market, after it wa; 
brought to the prison yard.” 


preceding 
w Hamp- 





Tae Onto CANALS are proceeding, and so far have reai- 
ized the expectations of the friends of the system in that 
Hercules of the west. It is supposed also that the cans! 
round the falls of the Ohio river will be completed in ti 
ensuing year. 

MANUFACTURE or snoT. We copy the following xc 
count of the shot-tower recently built in Baltimore trom 
the daily papers~ 

Thecireular brick tower erected by the Pheenix Con- 
pany for. making shot, at the corner of Front and [ 
streets, has reached the intended elevation, being two 
hundred and thirty-four feet, three inches high from tl 
pavement. Its diameter at the bottom is forty feet, xn‘ 
at the top twenty. The stone foundation wall is ten 
feet thick at the bottom, and six at the top. The brick 
work, which commence’s at the surface, is five feet and: 
half thick, of which thickness it continues for the heigl 
of nearly fifty feet; when it diminishes four inches in 
every story, being twenty inches thick at the top of the 
parapet, three feet in height, which crowns the summit. 

This huge structure, which is an excellent piecc a 
brick-work, was commenced on the 2d of June, and fi- 
nished on the 25th ot November, and_was built withov 
scaffolding. ‘The parapet at the top is White, and some- 
what resembles in-its appearance a mural crown; and 4 
the tower is well proportioned, the whole edifice is a 
ornamental feature in the prospcet of the city, 

There are now two shot-towers in this city, ¢ 
pable of making a mighty quantity of shot, of all sizes, 
and of the very best quality; and it is worthy of remark, 
for the benefit of anti-tariff men, that the protection a 
this manufacture has caused a reduction in the priee 0! 
the article of thirty-three per cent—the lead out of 
which it is made, being also more abundantly supplied 
and at cheaper rates, because of the enlarged market a0¢ 
more regular demand for it. But our friend Mr. Ritchie 
cannot comprehend this—though such effects have un 
versally followed protection, whether in the business 0 
navigation or manufactures. 


Nouta Canora. A gentleman of this state, on T° 


mitting payment for his copy of the Register, takes °- 
casion to say— With us the American system is becom 
ing more popular, in proportion as its principles beco'"® 
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tariff, so knowingly predicted by some of our neighbors, 


¢ | sign of doing! Go on—go on, gentlemen! 


“ nue, at 124 cents per bushel, amounted to $145,000. The 
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better known. 9 ity in trade, or no trade, is our 
ae es pr to find that the baneful effects of the 


have not beenrealized. Goods, of every description, I 
believe, are as cheap, and our country products as high, 
as they were before the tariff. ‘Then why this denuncia- 
tion of our brethren-of the north, east and west, as a com- 
bivation of monopolizing manufacturers, who are deter- 
mined to sacrifice the south to their combined interests? 
The time was when he that would paint the tariff in the 
most odious colors, was surest of political promotion; but 
that time now is not—and, I confidently trust, it will be 
no more.” 

Practical results like those stated by our friend in 
North Carolina, will, and must, put down declamation. 
None of the evils predicted have followed the passage 
of the law—and why should faith be given to new pro- 
phecies? 


We are told that some of the southern gentlemen, 
who have adopted homespun clothing in their rage agamst 
the tariff, are beginning to be much displeased with them- 
selves, for having done that very thing which the ‘‘Ame- 
rican system” has been beld up to accomplish! It is 
surely that which has been always recommended in this 

per—and household manufactures we would encourage 
in preference to all others; but, at any rate, clothe our- 
selves with the products of our fields and flocks, and 
the workmanship of our own people and looms. They 
have ‘‘missed a figure,” just like the ingenious man who 
shortened his guaging rod, when purchasing molasses in 
the West Indies; and their temper has been regulated 
like that of another, who, to shew his hatred of a certain 
bank, threw a parcel of its notes into the fire and de- 
stroyed them! Indeed, the manufacture of those do- 
mestics, while it supports our theory, breaks down that 
of our opponents. e have argued the ability, as well 
as the expediency, of supplying ourselves—they have 
denied both, and yet bring them into practice! If their 
reasoning be true, every domestic coat worn by them, 
prevents the sale of some 10 or15 dollars worth of cot- 
ton in England—and they are doing that which they have 
been so much enraged at others for their sapposed de- 


- Saur. During the year ending 29th Nov. last, there 


were made at the salt works belonging to the state of New 
York, as follows— 


At Salina, 765,198 bushels. 
Syracuse, 159,769 = do. 
Geddes, 111,149 = do, 
Liverpool, 123,664 do. 


In all, 1,160,000 bushels, on which the state’s reve- 


superintendent’s salary at 2 cents on the dollar, was 2,900, 
and of the inspector’s, at 3 mills per bushel, 3,480—leaving 
the net revenue $138,620,or an increase of 20,000 on 
last year. 
It is stated that the amount paid by the salt manufac- 
turers for pumping salt water, more than pays all repairs 
and expenses for engineering. 
New Hampsarre minitza. By the official returns of 
the ‘adjutant general, it appears that the militia of this 
state amounts to 28,415 men, of which 24,461 are in- 
fantry, light infantry and grenadiers; 1529 cavalry; 1639 
artillery; and 756 rifiemen. 





Boston, There bave been two elections held to 
choose a mayor, without success. At the first election, 
the whole number of votes was 4082—Mr. Quincy, the 

resent mayor, had 1958, Mr. Amory 1326, Mr. Dun- 
‘ap 357, Mr. Otis 286—the latter was not a candidate. 
So Mr. Quincy wanted about 176 votes of a majority of 
the whole. A week or ten days after, another attempt 
was made with a similar result—Mr. Quincy had 2561 
votes, Mr. Amory 1400, Mr. Wells 969 and Mr. Otis 
209, and 113 scattering; so Mr. Q. wanted 67 votes of a 
majority. On which he published the following note 
to the citizens of Boston— 

, After the result of the city elections, I deem myself at 
liberty to decline,—which I now do,—Leing any longer 


_--— 


To the end that no future candidate may be deprived of 

votes, cast in my favor, I deem it to state, that no 

consideration will induce me again to secept that office. 
Very respectfully, Iam your fellow citizen, 


JOSIAH QUINCY: 
Boston, 16th Dec. 1828.” 


Messrs. Amory and Wells also declined. and it was 
thought that Mr. Otis would be cliosen—it ap ing that 
he would serve, if elected, though not to be rded as 
being acandidate seeking the place, Several other gen- 
tlemen spoken of have retired from a nomination. 





A surpwreck. The brig Packet, of and for Provi- 
dence, R. 1. from Cronstadt, with a eargo consisting of 
350 bales of manufactures, 98 tons of hemp and 80 tons 
of iron, was recently driven ashore on the south side of 
Nantucket, and immediately went to pieces. Of the 
officers and crew, eleven in all, only one person, the first 
mate, escaped instantaneous death!—but the body of only 
one of them had reached the shore. The vessel ap 

to have been ‘‘broken into slivers” —even the blocks were 
split, and generally into many pieces, by the power ofthe 
waves, for there were no rocks were the vessel was 
wrecked. It is remarked, that not one bale of goods, out 
of so many, had reached the shore, though it was strewed 
with fragments of the wreck. 

Srecre returned by the Boston banks, December 6, 
1828.--Globe $107,000; American 68,000; Suffolk 65,000; 
State 62,000; New England 52,000; Union 50,000; Ma's- 
sachusetts 45,000; Manufacturers and Mechanics 44,000; 
Columbian 38,000; Cay 56,000; Commonwealth 35,000; 
Eagle 29,000; Boston 28,000; Washington 24,000; N ort 
15,000; Atlantic 13,000. Total $712,000—[ C, r. 
NAVAL ExEcuTIon. A letter from Lima, dated the 18th 
of Sept. stdtes that a court martial had been recently held 
on board the U. S. ship Vincennes, for the trial of a 
seaman charged with murdering one ofthe crew. A ver- 
dict of guilty was rendered, and the man was executed 
from the foreyard of the Brandywine, on the 29th of Au- 
gust. This, says the writer, is the first instance of the 
kind which bas happened in our service. Some years 
since, a seaman on board of one ofour national vessels in 
the Mediterranean, was sentenced to be hung for a simi- 
lar crime, but escaped his sentence by committing 
suicide before the time of execution. 





ADTERICAN ENTERPRIZE. A cooper residing in or neay 
Newburyport, Massachusetts, less than two years agp 
started an experiment that but for its suecess might have 
branded him a madman. With the small means in his 
control, he procured a little pink stern or chebatco boat, 
of about 35 tons, such as is used in the mackerel fi P 
and with an experienced mate and a good erew, proceed- 
ed to the Falkland Islands, in pursuit of skins. ot ma- 
ny months after he returned with a cargo of skins which 
yielded about $8000 in the market. Encouraged by this 
success, he fitted out his pink stern ina more amg 
manner, and afew months since started on another seal- 
ing voyage, with the determination of taking the skins he 
should collect directly to London, where t command 
a better price than in this country. The English have 
already been astonished at the splendid specimens of na- 
val architecture which we have sent to their ports, es« 

vecially the superb packet ships from New York and 
oston; and Europe has been compelied to concede the 
admission, that the youtigest nation is foremost in the 
building of ships. With what.astonishment will the ga- 
pers on the London quay, (who have just been visiting 
the American ship Dover, for instance) be struck, on see- 
ing a little pink stern of 35 tons, entering the dock, with 
a cargo of seal skins, 4nd learning that this little nautical 
chagintk hails from the United States, and has actual! 
performed her voyage round Cape Horn? And get, 
we are not greatly mistaken in the perseveranee of the 


opportunity of witnessing this instance of American eén- 
terprize. [Bhode Isiand American. 


CounTERFEITERS AND FORGERs. Gangs of these 
wretches are again at work with their former activity, and 





& candidate for the office of mavor 


we hare to caution our friends of their new isttes. I 


Newburyport cooper, he will yet give the Londoners ats 
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s the careless habit of handling bank notes, that mainly 

makes the villainy prosperous; and persons not acquaint- 

éd with notes, 30.43 to make some safe discrimination, 

should be ially careful im casual dealings with 
offering bills. of distant banks. 

fn ng up a nest in the city of New York, one of 
the officers was twice dirked by a fellow, who thereby 
effected his escape—but his companions were secured. 
They were old offenders. The life of the officer was 
wonderfully preserved. 

Phe impolicy of letting loose such men, when convicted, 
demands the serious consideration of judges, governors 
and others, whose business it is to act in such cases. 

Execution. ‘Negro Christian’ was lately hung at 
Washington, Pa. for the murder of Robert Carlyle. 
When the drop was loosed, the rope broke, and the mis- 
erable man was precipitated to the ground—and “an in- 
voluntary coramotion seized the gathered multitude,”’ 
and they pressed towards the gallows, but were stayed 
by the line of military men who surrounded it. Public 
executions, as now performed, are a disgrace to the age 
we live in. Ther effect is every way pernicious, and 
especially because they harden the hearts of spectators— 
who attend them under the influence of what we think 
should be called a savage curiosity, and retire from them 
more or less vitiated. But the frequent occurrence of 
what so strongly marked this execution, the breaking of 
the rope, calls for severe reprehension—for it is a horm- 
ble accident that might always be avoided, by reasonable 
care in those whose unhappy duty it is to perform the 
dreadful sentence of the law. . 

The account says—‘‘After religious ceremonies, the 
sheriff adjusted the cord on his neck, and having cut the 
rope supporting the drop, Christian swung off; the cord 
instantly broke and he fell to the ground! Rising imme- 
diately to his feet and being a little recovergd from the 
shock, he implored for mercy. He was soon helped up 
the ladder, the drop again raised and secured: the cord 
— and poor Christian replaced in his first pesition. 

ring this time, he piteously exclaimed, “ Blessed Je 
sus have mercy on my soul! Lord Jesus help me! Oh! 
major McFarland, Oh! capt. McKennan. Oh! Mr. 
Brady, they are murdering me.” | This awful scene was 
trying upon the feelings of the sheriff McClelland, but, 
with t presence of mind and dignified coolness, he 
had all the fixtures for a second launch adjusted, and at 
five minutes before one o’clock, he again cut down the 
drop, and Christian swung off for a second time! and re- 
mained suspended until life was extinct.” [ Reporter. 





Triat orGenenat Lyman. The Boston papers give 
a detailed] report of the proceedings in this case, which 
resuited in the discharge of the jury, who were not able 
to agree, fen being in favor ofa conviction, and two 

inst it. The Daily Advertiser says:— 

The deep interest heretofore taken in the result of 
this trial; occasioned by the course of defence which 
from some former proceedings was expected to be taken, 
was in some measure abated by a change in that course. 
ft roay not be generally known that an alteration in the 
law of libel, has been made by a statute of this common- 
wealth, passed in SIarch, 1827, intended, we presume, 
to remove some of the most obnoxious principles of the 
common law, in regard to this offence. By this statute, 
it is provided, that in every prosecution for a libel, the 
defendant may give in evidence on trial, the truth of the 
matter, contained in the publication charged to be libel- 
lous, with this restriction, however, that such evidence 
shall not be deemed a justification, unless it shall further 
appear, that the matter charged as libellous was publish- 
ed ¥ith good motives, and for justifiable ends. 

From the ground heretofore taken, ona motion fora 
continnarice, it was believed that the line of defence in- 
tended to be pursued, under the authority of this statute, 
would have led to a very interesting investigation into 
the political transactions of a former critical period, and 
into the motives and conduct of some of the most eminent 
men of that day. But the counsel for the defendent, on 
opening his detence, stated in a very frank and explicit 
manner, that such would nat be the course of the defence, 
and the reasons for a change. The defence was placed 
mpon the ground thatthe publication was not in its na» 





in I 


ture libellous; that neither from tlie terms of the publi 
cation itself, nor from any other evidence, would it ap. 
pear that the article was intended or designed to wound 
the feelings or injure the reputation of the distinguishe; 
individual against whom it was charged as libel lous; that 
— destitute of that malice which is the essence of , 
ibel. - 

This was the question presented to the jury, and sore 
evidence was given on both sides, on this point. M, 
Hubbard closed his argument for the defence on Thurs. 
day evening, and the solicitor general for the prosecy. 
tion yesterday morning. After which, the cause wa; 
ably summed up to the jury,in a clear and learned charge, 
by the chief jastice, and the jury, at a late hour in the af. 
ternoon, returned into court, not having been able ty 
agree upon a yerdict, 

[This case was for a libel on Daniel Webster, esq. ang 
instituted by him—who had been charged by gen. L. a; 
one of the individuals alluded-to in certam letters of Mr 
Adams, recently published. } 





DomESTIC SLAVE TRADE. The New York Gazette 
says, ‘‘It is but a few weeks since we observed the arriy. 
al at New Orleans of three vessels from Norfolk, having 
on board nearly six hundred slaves. ”’ 

CLIMAX oF BLUNDERS! In a debate on the leathey. 
tax in 1795, in the Irish house of commons, the chance. 
lor of the exchequer, (sir Jno. Parnell) observed with 
great emphasis—‘‘That in the prosecution of the pre- 
sent war, every man ouget to give his last guinea to pro. 
tect the remainder.” Mr. Vandeleure said, that hovw- 
ever that wight be, the tax on leather would be severely 
felt by the dare footed pogeantey of Ireland. To whieh 
sir Roach Boyle replied that this could be easily reme- 
died—by making the under leathers of wood. 





A GREAT work ‘The. new St. Katherine docks in 
Londor were opened on the 25th of October. This in- 
portant work has been accomplished in less than two 
years. The first stone was laid in May last year. Sinee 
then, upwards of 1200 tenements, warehouses, &c. have 
been removed from the site; the entrance locks, basin, 
and warehouse room, eapable of containing 210,000 tors 
of merchandise, &e. havebeen nearly completed. The 
lock is 195 feet in length, 45 feet wide, and will contal 
at the top, at spring tides, 28 feet depth of water. Ship: 
drawing 17 feet of water, may be docked three hour 
after high water. The extent of water accommodation is 
more than three times the Capen of warehouse room, 
and the basin and docks will contain from 140to 15) 
ships, besides craft. The cost of this work is abou! 
8,500,0000 dollars. 





Great Brirarn anv Sparx. By the convention con- 
cluded with Spain, it is reported that the Spanish go 
vernment agrees to advance £900,000 in liquidation o! 
all claims made by the British sufferers, and give securi- 
ty for the payment of the amount £200,000, to be pai 
quarterly, till the whole sum is discharged. 

Brazitt. Daring the months of July and August last, 
29,633 bls. of flour were received at Rio Janeiro frm 
the United States. Baltimore, only, has often exported 
that quantity to Boston, in two months. But it is th 
foreign trade that ‘‘looks large in the papers.” 





MEXIcan cornaGE. From September 1825 to Jun 
1826, the different mints in the republic of Mexico 
coined gold tothe amount of $603,971, and silver to the 
amount of $6,859,329. Total, 7,463,308. 

For 93 years commencing in 1732 and ending in 1826, 
the amount of gold and silver coined in Mexico, average? 
$14,437,189 per annum. 

In addition to this, a great quantity of metal was ¢* 
ported as bullion. 

Cnurcn AND sTATE. In & discussion lately in tbe 
French chamber of deputies, relative to the eccles!3® 
tical seminaries, M. de Corcelles declared himse! 
hostile to the maintenance of ony religion at th? 
government expense, or to the practice, as he calle 
it, of “adoring God at the charge of the public tre® 
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” his opinion on the impolicy of a church 
ctablishmeot grea weight, he produced the ex- 
ample of the nited States of America, which, with- 
out any compulsory provision for the clergy, enjoyed 
the advantage of being one of the most religious na- 
tions in the world. 

D£ER HUNT IN 4 STEAM BOAT! The steam boat Sen- 
aca Chief lately overhauled a large buck swimming across 
Geneva lake. The buck was captured by means of the 
yawl, and, when dressed, weighed 180 pounds. 

While on the subject of buck-hunting, we may men- 
tion three cases which we see in the papers. e was 
lately killed near Hancock, Maryland, that weighed 170 
Ibs. neat; another in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, 
weighing 193 Ibs. and a third near Batavia, New York, 
that weighed 240 Ibs. 


LETTERS OF MR. MADISON. 
{From the National Intelligencer. } 

The history of the two letters which we are gbout to 
publish, is briefly as follows: 

These letters were not originally written for the press, 
but are now authorized to be published, on the earnest 
representations uf some of the friends ef Mr. Madison, 
to whom the publication + ag to be of great interest, 
and of deep importance to the nation. 

In the present state of our country these eo can- 
not but be highly acceptable to the public. The opin- 
ions of the distinguished author, one of the framers of the 
constitution, if not the father of it, cannot but carry with 
them great weight. They are of the greater authority, 
from his having been appealed to by those who sustain 
doctrines opposite to those which he avows and defends. 
He stands, in this respect, as the arbiter between con- 
tending parties; and it is hoped that his lucid expositions 
will go fr to convince many who have heretofore seri- 
— questioned the power of congress which he main- 
tains. 

In the calm philosophy of his retirement from the tur- 
moil of the world, the judgment which he has deliberate- 
ly formed, and now argumentatively sustains, cannot be 
suspected of being influenced by any political bias or 
casual excitement. Hisis the wisdom of age—the fruit 
of experience, plucked from the tree of knowledge. 

LETTER I. 
Montpellier, September 18, 1828. 

_ Dear sir: Your lute letter reminds me of our conversa- 
tion on the constitutionality ofthe power in congress to 
= a tariff for the encouragement of manufactures; 
and of my romise to sketch the grounds of the confident 
opinion I had ee that it was among the powers 
vested in that body. I had not forgotten my promise, 
and had even begun the task of fulfilling it; but frequent 
interruptions, from other causes, being followed by a 





_ bilious indisposition, I have not been able sooner to com- 


ply with your request. The subjoined view of the subject 


| might have been advantageously expanded; but I leave 


that improvement to your own reflections and researches. 
The constitution vests in congress, expressly, *‘the 
power to lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and ex- 
cises;” and “the power to regulate trade.” 
That the former power, if not particularly expressed, 
would have been included in the latter as one of the ob- 


_ jects of a general power to regulate trade, is not neces- 


sarily impugned by its being so expressed. Examples of 
this sort cannot sometimes be easily avoided, and are to 
be seen elsewhere in the constitution. Thos the power 
“to define and punish offences against the law of nations,” 
includes the power, afterwards particularly expressed, 
‘ to make rules concerning captures, &c.” from offending 
neutrals, So also a power “‘to coin money” would doubt- 
less include that of ‘‘regulating its value,” had not the 
latter power been expressly inserted. ‘I'he term taxes, if 
Standing alone, would certainly have included duties, im- 
posts and excises. [n another clause it is said,‘‘no tax or 
duties shall be laid on exports, &c.’? Here the two 
terms are used as synonymous. And in another clause, 
where itis said ‘*no state shall Jay any imposts, or duties, 
— the terms imposts. and duties are synonymous.— 

leonasms, tautologies, and the promiscuous use of terms 


Pere ‘ and phrases, differing in their shades of meaning, (always 


ll 
. 
: 








to be expounded with reference to the context and under 


the control of the general character and manifest scope of 
the instrument in which they are found), are to be asetibed, 
sometimes to the purpose of greater caution; sometimes 
to the imperfections of lan , and sometimes to the 
imperfections of man himself. In this view of the sub- 
ject, it was quite natural, however, certainly the qeocss 
power to regulate trade might include a power to impose 
duties on it, not to omit it in a clause enumerating the 
seyeral modes of revenue, authourised by the constitu- 
tion. In few cases could the “ex majori cautela” occur 
with more claim to respect, 


Nor ean it be inferred, that a power to regulate trade 
does not involve a power to tax it, from the distingtion 
made in the original controversy with Great Britain, be- 
tween a power to regulate trade with the colonies, and a 
power to tax them. A power to regulate trade betwevn 
different parts ofthe empire, was confessedly necessary; 
and was admitted to lie, as far as that- was the case, in 
the British parliament; the taxing part being at the same 
time denied to the parliament, and asserted to be necessa- 
rily inherent in the colonial ad as sufficient, and 
the only safe depositories of the taxing power. So dif- 
ficult was it, nevertheless, to maintain the distinction in 
practice, that the ingredient of revenue was occasionally 
overlooked or disregarded in the British regulations, as 
in the duty on sugar and molasses imported into the col- 
onies. Andit was fortunate that the attempt at an in- 


ternal and direct tax, in the case of the stamp act, produce 


ed a radical examination of the subject before a regu- 
lation of trade with a view to revenue had grown into an 
established authority. One thing at least is certain, that 
the main and admitted object of the parliamentary regu- 
lations of trade with the colonies, was the encourage- 
ment of manufactures in Great Britain. 


But the present question is unconnected with the far- 
mer relations between Great Britain and her colonies, 
which were ofa peculiar, a complicate, and, in several 
respects, of an undefined character. It isa simple ques- 
tion under the constitution of the United States, whether 
‘the power to regulate trade with foreign nations’’ as a 
distinct and substantive item in the enumerated powers, 
embraces the object of encouraging by duties, restric- 
tions and prohibitions, the manufactures and products af 
the country? And the affirmative must be inferred from 
the following considerations: 

1, The meaning of the phrase ‘to regulate trade” 
must be sought «m the general use of it; in other words 
in the objects to which the power was generally un- 
derstood to be applicable, when the plirase was inserted in 
the constitution. 

2. The power has been ‘understood and used by all 
paainanieaial and manufacturing nations, as embracing 
the object of encouraging manufactures. It is believ- 
ed that nota single exception can be named, 

3. This had been particularly the case with Great Brit- 
ain, whose commercial vocabulary is the parent of ours. 
A primary object of her commercial regulations is well 
known to have been the protection and enepuragement of 
her manufactures, 

4. Such was understood to be a proper use of the power 
by the states most prepared tor manufacturing industry, 
whilst retaining the power over their foreign trade. : 

5. Such a use of tue power, by congress, accords with 
the intention and expectation of the states, in transfer- 
ring the power over trade trom themselves to. the go- 
vernment of the United States. ‘This was emphatically 
the case in the eastern, the more manufacturing members 
ofthe confederacy. Hear the language held in the cone 
vention of Massachusetts. 


By Mr. Dawes, an advocate forthe constitution, it was 
observed, ‘four manufactures are another great subject 
which has received no encouragement by national dutics 
on foreign manulactures, and they never can by any au- 
thority im the old contederation.” Again, “It we wish 
to encourage our own manufactures, to preserve our 
own commerce, to raise the value of our own lands, we 
must give congress the powers in question.” 

By Mr. weeny: opponent: ‘‘All we hear is, that 
the merchant and farmer will flourish, and that the me- 


chanic aud tradesmen are to make their fortunes direct- 
ly, if the constitution goes down.” 
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The convention of Massachusetts wasthe only one in 
England whose debates have been preserved. But 
jt cannot be doubted that the sentiment there expressed 
was common to the other states in that quarter, more 
ly to Connecticut and Rhode Island, the most 
thickly peopled of all the states, and having, of course, 
their thoughts most turned to the subject of mannufac- 
tures. A like inference may be confidently applied to 
New Jersey, whose debates in convention have not been 
served. Inthe populous and manufacturing state of 
ennsylvahia, a partial account only of the debates having 
been published, nothing certainis known of what pass- 
ed in her convention on this point. But ample evidence 
may be found elsewhere, that regulations of trade, for 
the encouragement of manutactures, were considered as 
within the power to be granted to the new congress, as 
well as within the scope of the national policy. Of the 
states south of Deonayleonis, the only two in whose con- 
ventions the debates have been preserved, are Virginia 
and North Carolina, and from these no adverse inferen- 
ces canbe drawn. Nor is there the slightest indication 
that either of the two states farthest south, whose de- 
tes in convention, if preserved, have not been made 
public, viewed the encouragement of manufactures, as 
not within the general power over trade to be transferred 
tothe government of the United States. 

- &. congress have not the power, it is annihilated 
for the nation; a policy without example in any other na- 
tion, and not within the reason of the solitary one in our 
own, The example alladed to, is the prohibition of a 
tax.on exports, which resulted from the apparent impos- 
sibility of raising, in that mode, a revenue from the states, 
pespeetnner to the ability to pay it—the ability of some 

eing derived, in a great measure, not from their exports, 
but from their fisheries, from théir freights, and from 
commerce at large, in some of its branches altogether 
external to the United States; the profits from all which, 
being invisible and intangible, would escape a tax, on ex- 
ports. A tax on imports on the other hand, being a tax 


6a consumption, which is in proportion to the ability of 


the consumers, whencesoever derived, was free from 
that inequality. 

7. If revenue be the sole object of a legitimate im- 
post, and the encouragement of domestic articles be not 
within the power of regulating trade, it would follow that 
nO monopolizing or unequal regulations of foreign na- 
tians could be counteracted; that neither the staple arti- 
cles of subsistence; nor the essential implements for the 
public safety, could, under any circumstances, be insur- 
ed.or fostered at home, by regulations of commerce, 


the usual and most convenient mode of providing for 


both, and that the American navigation, though the 
spunce of naval defence, of a cheapening competition in 
carrying our valuable and bulky articles to market, and 
of an independent carriage of them during foreign wars, 
when a foreign navigation might be withdrawn, must be 
at once abandoned, or speedily destroyed: it being evi- 
dent that a tonnage duty in foreign ports agaitist our ves- 
sels, and an exemption from such a duty in our ports, in 
favor of foreign vessels, must have the inevitable effect 
of banishing ours from the ocean. 

To assume a power to protect our navigation, and the 
enltivation and fabrication of all articles requisite for the 
public safety, as incident to the war power, would be a 
more latitudinary construction of the text of the consti- 
tution, than to consider it as embraced by the specified 
power to regulate trade; a power which has been exer- 
cised by all nations for those purposes, and which effects 
those purposes with less of interference with the autho- 
rity and conveniency of the states, than might result 
from internal and direct modes of encouraging the arti- 
cles, any of which modes would be authorized, as far 
as deemed ‘‘necessary and proper,’? by considering the 
power as an incidental power. 

8. That the encouragement of manufactures was an 
object of the power to regulate trade, is proved by the 
use made of 
of the first congress under the constitution; when among 
the members present were so many who had been mem- 
bers of the federal convention which framed the consti- 
tution, and of the state conventions which ratified it; each 
of these classes consisting also of members who had op- 
posed amd wirohad cspoused the consfitution. in its ag- 


power for that object, in the first session | 





tual form. It does not appear from the printed pro. 
ceedings of congress on that occasion, that the powe; 
was denied by -any of them. 
that members from Virginia, in 
the anti-federal as the fi 1 
tinguishing those who had oppe 
approved the constitution, did not hesitate to propose dy. 
ties and to suggest even prohibitions in favor 
articles of her 


posed on mimeral coal in favor of Virginia coal pits; by 
another, a dut 


And it | ay be remarked, 
>» 88 well of 


, the names then dis. 
sed and those who had 


| several 

roduction. By one a duty was pro. 
on. hemp was proposed, to e 

the growth of that article and b 

even of foreign beef was suggested, as a measure of 

sound policy. [See Lloyd’s debates. ] 

A further evidence in support of the constitutional 
power to protect and foster manufactures by regulations 
of trade, an evidence that ought of itself, to settle the 

uestion, is the uniform and practical sanction given to 

e power, by the general government, for nearly forty 
years; with a concurrence ‘or acquiescence of eve 
state pore, throughout the same period; and, it 
may be added, threugh all the vicissitudes of party 
which marked the period. No novel construction, how. 
ever ingeniously devised, or however respectable and 
patriotic its patrons, can withstand the weight of such 
authorities, or the unbroken current of eo prolonged 
and universal a practice. And well itis that this can. 
not be done, without the intervention of the same av. 
thority which made the constitution. If it could be so 
done, there would be an end to that stability in govern. 
ment, and in laws, whichis essential to good govern. 
ment and good laws, a stability, the want of which 
is the imputation which has at all times been levelled 
against republicanism, with most effect, by its most dex- 
trous adversaries. The imputation ought never, there- 
fore, to be countenanced, by innovating constructions, 
without any plea of a precipitancy, or a paucity of the 
constructive precedents they oppose; without any ap- 
peal to material facts newly brought to light; and with- 
out any claim toa better knowledge of the original evils 
and inconveniences, for which remedies were needed, 
the very best keys to the true object and meaning of al! 
laws and constitutions. 

And may it not be fairly left to the unbiassed juig- 
ment of all men of experience and of intelligence, to 
decide, which is most to be relied on for a sound and 
safe test of the meaning of a constitution, a uniform in- 
terpretation by all the successive authorities under it, 
commencing with its birth, and continued for a long 
period, through the varied state of political contests; or 
the opinion of every new legislature, heated as it may be 
by the strife of parties—or warped, as often happens, by 
the eager pursuit of some favorite objector carried 
away, possibly, by the powerful cloquenee or captivating 
address of a few popular statesmen, themselves, per- 
haps, influenced by the same misleading causes? Ifthe 
latter test is to prevail, every new legislative opinion 
might make a new constitution, as the foot of every new 
chancellor would make a new standard of measure. 

It is seen, with no little surprise, that an attempt has 
been made, in a highly respectable quarter, and at length 
reduced toa resolution, formally proposed in congres:, 
to substitute, for the power of congres to regulate trade 
so as to encourage manufactures, a power in the sever! 
states to dlo'so, with the consent of that body; and this ex- 
pedient is derived from a-clause in the tenth section o! 
article first of the constitution, which says: ‘‘No state 
shall, without the consent of congress, lay any imposts 
or duties on imports or exports, except what may be ab- 
solutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; and 
the net produce of all duties, and imposts, laid by any 
state on imports and exports, shall be for the use of the 
treasury of the United Statesj and all such laws shall be 
subjeet to the revision and control of of the congress.” 

To say nothing of the clear indications in the journal of 
the conventiou of 1787, that the clause was intended 
merely to provide for expenses ineurred by particular 
states, in their inspection laws, and in such improve 
ments as they might choose to make in their harbors and 
rivers, with the sanction of congress—objects. to which 
the reserved power has been — in several instances; 
at the request of Virginia and Georgia—how could it be 
ever imagined that any state would wish to tax its ow" 
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encouragement of manufctures, if possessed 
pgs we , or could, in fact, do so, if wishing it? 

A tax on imports would be a tax on its own consump- ' 
tion; and the net proceeds going, according to the clause, 
not into its own treasury, but into the treasury of the 
United States, the state would tax itself separately for 
the equal gain of all the other states; and as far as the 
manufactares so encouraged, might succeed in ultimate- 
ly increasing the stock in market, and lowering the price 
by competition, this advantage, also, procured at the sole 
expense of the state, would be common to all the others. 

But the very suggestion of such an expedient to any 
state, would have an air of mockery, when its experienc- 
ed impracticability is taken into view. No one, who re- 
collects or recurs to the period when the power over 
commerce was in the individual states, and separate at- 
tempis were made to tax, or otherwise regulate it, need 
be told that the attempts were not only abortive, but, by 
demonstrating the necessity of general and uniform regu- 
lations gave the original impulse to the constitational 
reform which provided for sach regulations. 

To refer a state, therefore, to the exercise of a power, 
as reserved to her by the constitution, the impossibility of 
exercising which was an inducement to adopt the consti- 
tution, is, of, all remedial devices, the last that ought to 
be brought forward. And what renders it the more ex- 
traordinary, is, that, as the tax on commerce, as far as it 
could be separately collected, instead of belonging to the 
treasury Of the stute, as previous to the constitution, 
would be a tribute to the United States, the state would 
be ina worse condition, after the adoption of the consti- 
tution, than before, in reference to an important interest, 
the improvement of which was a particular object in 
adopting the constitution. 

Were congress to make the proposed declaration of 
consent to state tariffs in favor of state manufactures, and 
the permitted attempts did not defeat themselves, what 
would be the situation of states deriving their foreign 
supplies through the ports of other ststes? It is evident 
that they might be compelled to pay, in their consump- 
tion uf particular articles imported, a tax for the com- 
man treasury, not common to all the states, without hav- 
ing any manulactare or product of their own, to partake 
of the contemplated benefit. 

Of the impracticability of separate regulations of trade, 
and the resulting necessity of neanral regulations, no 
state was more sensible than Virginia. She was accord- 
ingly among the most earnest for granting to congress a 
power adequate to the object. On more cecasions than 
one, in the proceedings of her legislative councils, it was 
recited ‘‘that the relative situation of the states had been 
found, on trial, to require uniformity in their commer- 
cial regulations as the only effectual policy for obtaining 
in the ports of foreign nations a stipulation of privileges 
reciprocal to those enjoyed by the subjects of such na- 
tions in the ports of the United States; for preventing 
animosities which cannot fail to arise among the several 
states from the interference of partial and separate regu- 
lations; and tor deriving from commerce such aids to the 
public revenue as it ought to contribute, &c.” 

During the delays and discouragements experienced in 
the attempts to invest congress with the necessary pow- 
ers, the state of Virginia made various trials of what 
could be done by her individual laws. She ventures on 
duties and impostsasa source of revenue: resolutions 
were passed at one time to encourage and protect her own 
navigation and ship building; and in consequence of com- 
plaiuts and petitions from Norfolk, Alexandria and other 
places, against the monopolizing navigation laws of Great 


Britain, Large vy | in the trade between the United 


States and the British West Indies, she deliberated, 
with a purpose controlled only by the inefficiency of se- 
parate measures, on the experiment of forcing a recipro- 
ee by prohibitory regulations of her own. 

nal of house of delegates in 1785. } 


The effect of her separate attempts to raise revenue by 
duties on imports, soon appeared in representations 
fvomher merchants, that the commerce of the state was 
banished by them into other channels, especially of Ma- 
ryland, where imports were less burdened than in Vir- 


ginia. [See do. for 1786. ] 


‘See jour- 


moted by the want of a federal authority over commercé 
was that ofa concert first pr on the part of Ma- 
ryland for a uniformity of regulations betwetn the two 
states, and commissioners were appointed for that pur- 
pose. It was soon perceived, however, that the concur- 
rence of Pennsylvania was as necessary to Maryland as 
of Maryland to Virginia, and the concurrence of Venn- 
sylvania was accordingly invited. But ] Ivania 
could no more concur without New York than Mary- 
land without Pennsylvania, nor New York without the 
concurrence of Boston, &c. ‘oo 
These projects were superseded for the moment by 
that of the convention at Annapolis in 1786, and forever 
by the convention at Philadelphia in 1787, aud the con- 
stitution whieh was the fruit of it. 


There is a passage in Mr. Necker’s work on the finan- 
ces of France which. affords a signal illustration of the 
difficulty of collecting, in contiguous communities, indirect 
taa.», When not the same in all, by the violent means re- 
sorted to against smuggling from one to another of them. 
Previous to the late revolutionary war in that country, 
the taxes were of very different rates in the different 
vinees; particalarlythe tax on salt, which was high in the 
interior provinces aud low in the maritime; and the 4 

on tobacco, which was very high in general, whilst in 
some of the provinces the use of the article was altogeth- 
erfree. ‘Theconsequence was, that the @.nding army 
of patrols against smuggling had swoln to the number of 
twenty-three thousand; the annual arrest of men, women, 
and children, engaged in smuggling, to five thousand five 
hundred and fifty; and the number annually arrested on 
account of salt and tobacco alone, to seventeen or eigh- 
teen hundred, more than three hundred of whom 
were consigned to the terrible punishment of the gallies. 
May it not be regarded as among the. providential 
blessings to these states, that their geographical relations, 
multiphied-as they will be by artificial channels of inter- 
course, give such additional force to the many obligatians 
to cherish that union which alone secures their peace, 
their safety, and their prosperity! Apart from the more 
obvious and awful consequences of their entire separation 
into independent sovereignties, it is worthy of special 
consideration, that, divided from each other as they must 
be by narrow waters and territorial lines merely, the fa- 
cility of surreptitious introductions of contraband articles 
would defeat every attempt at revenue in the easy and 
indirect modes of impost and excise; so that whilst their 
expenditures would be necessarily and vastly increased 
by their new situation, they would, in providing tor them, 
be limited to direct taxes on land or other property, to 
arbitrary assessments on invisible funds, and to the odious 
tax on persons, 

You will observe, that 1 have confined myself, in what 
has been said, to the constitutionality and expediency of 
the power in congress to encourage domestic products by 
regulations of commerce. In the exercise of the pow- 
er, they are responsible to their constituents, whose 
right and duty it is, in that as in all other cases, to bri 
their measures to the test of justice and of the aoaorel 


good. With great esteem and cordial regard, 
JAMES MADISON. 
Jos. C, CABELL, esq. 
LETTER It. 


Montpellier, October 30, 1828. 


Dear sir: In my letter of September 18th, I stated, 
briefly, the grounds on which I rested my ‘opinion, that 
a power to impose duties and restrictions on imports, 
with a view to encourage domestic productions, was cons 
stitationally lodged in congress. In the. observations 
then made was involved the opinion, also, that the pow- 
erwas properly there lodged. As this last opinion ne- 
peice 8 mk implies that there are cases in which the pow- 
er may be usefully excreised by congress, the only - y 
within our political system capable of exercising it wit 
effect, you may think it incumbert on me to point: out 
cases of that description. 

I will premise that J coneur- in the opinion, that, as a 

enerul rule, individuals ought to be deemed the best 





Such a tendency of separate regulations was indeed too | judges of the best application of their. industry and re- 


manifest to escape antivipation. Among the projects pro- 


sources, 
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Tam ready to admit, also, that there isno coun 
which the 
3 intelligence and enterprise of individuals, than the 

nited States. 


in 
application may, with more safety, be left to 


Finally, I shall not deny, that, in all doubtful cases, | fi 


it cot gy aera | government to lean rather to a confi- 
dence in the judgment of individuals, than to interpo- 
sitions controlling the free cxercise of it. 
_ With all these concessions, I think it can be satisfac- 
torily shown, that there are exceptions to the general 
tule, now expressed by the phrase ‘‘L¢t us alone,” form- 
ing cases which call for interpositions of the eompc- 
tent authority, and which are not inconsistent with the 
generality of the rule. . 
~ 4. The theory of ‘‘Let.us alone” supposes that all na- 
‘tions concur in a perfect frecdom of commercial inter- 
course. Were thisthe case, they would, in a commercial 
view, be but one nation, as.much as the several districts 
compo 52 particular natiou; and the theory would be 
plicable to the former as to the latter. But this 
golden age of free trade has not yet arrived: nor is there 
a single nation that has set the example. No nation can, 
indeed, safely do so, until a reciprocity, at least, be en- 
suredtoit. Take, fora proof, the familiar case of the 
navigation employed in foreign commerce. Ifa nation, 
adhering to the rule of never interposing a countervailing 
protection of @s vessels, admits foreign vessels into its 
ports free of duty, whilst its own vessels are subject to a 
duty in foreign ports, the ruinous effect is so obvious, 
that the warmest advocate for the theory in question must 
ahrink from a wriversal application of it. 

A nation Ieaving its foreign trade, in all cases, to reg- 
ulate itself, might soon fiud it regulated, by other na- 
tions, into a subserviency to a forciguinterest. In the 
interval between the peace of 1783 and the establish- 
ment of the present constitution of the United States, 
the want of a general authority to regulate trade is’ 
known to have had this consequence. And have not | 
the pretensions and policy latterly exhibited by Great | 
Britain given warning of a like result from a renuncia- | 
tion of all couutervuiling regulations on the part of the | 
United States? ‘Were she permitted, by conferring on) 
certain portions of-her domain the name of colonies, to 
open from these a trade for herself, to foreign countries, 
and to exclude, at the same time,.a reciprocal trade to | 
such colonies, by foreign conntries, the use to be made 
of the monopoly need not be traced. Its character will 
be placed in a just relief, by supposing that one of the 
colonia! island, mstead of its present distance, happened 
to be in the vicinity of Great Britain; or that one of the 
islands in that vicinity should receive thut name and be 
regarded in the light of a colony, with the peculiar pri- 
v sclaimed for colonies. Is it not manifest, that, 
in this case, the favored island might be made the sole 
medium of the commercial intercourse with foreign na- 
tions, and the parent country thence enjoy every essen- 
tial advantage, as to the terms of it, which would flow 
from an wrrectprocal trade from her other ports, with 
other nations? 

Fortunately, the British claims, lLowever speciously 
colored or adroitly managed, were repelled at the com- 
wencement of our commercial career xs an independent 
people, and at successive epochs under the existing con- 
stitution, both in legislative discussions and in diplomat- 
io negotiations, ‘Tlie claims were repelled on the solid 
ground that the colonial trade, as a mehtful monopoly, 
was limited to the iutercourse between the parent coun- 
ty and its colonies, and between one colony and another 








Oentee 
ees 


permit. But it is also known, that, whenever, and from 
whatever cause, it has been found necessary or ex dient 
to open their colonial ports.to a foreign trade, the rut. 
of reciprocity in fayor. of the foreign party was not re. 
used, nor, asis believed, a right to refuse it pretended 
It cannot be said that the reciprocity was dictated by 
a deficiency of the commercial marine. France, 3; 
least, could not be, in every instance, governed by ‘that 
consideration—and Holland still less: to say nothing of 
the navigating states of Sweden and Denmark, whic), 
have rarely, if ever, enforced a colonial monopoly,— 
The remark is, indeed, obvious, that the shipping libera- 
ted from the usual conveyane¢ of supplies from the parent 
country to the colonies, might be employed in the ney 
chunnels opened for them, in supplies from abroad, 

Reciprocity, or an equivalent for it, is the only rule of 
intercyurse among the independent communities; and no 
nation oughtto admit a doctrine, or adopt.an invariable 
policy, which would preclude the counteracting measures 
necessary to inforce the rule. 

2. The theory supposes, moreover, a perpetual peace; 
a supposition, it is to be feared, not less chimercial than 
a universal freedom of commerce. 

The effect of war among the commercial and manufac. 
turing nations of the world, in raising the wages of labor, 
and the cost of its products; with a like effect on the 
charges of freight and insurance, need neither proot nor 
explanation. In order to determine, therefore, a ques- 
tion of economy, between depending on foreign supplies, 
and encouraging domestic substitutes, it is necessary to 
compare the probable periods of war with the probable 
periods of peace; and the cost of the domestic encourage- 
ment in times of peace, with the cost added to foreign ar- 
ticles in times of war. 














the whole being, strictly, in the nature of a coasting; 
trade from one to another port of the same nation; a} 
trade with which no other nation has a right to interfere. | 
It follows, of necessity, that the parent country, when- | 
ever it opens a colonial portfor a direct trade to a for- 
cign country, departs itself, from the principle of colonia] 
monopoly, and entives the forcigu country-to the same 
veciprocity, in every respect, as in its intercourse with 
any other ports of the nation. 
Phis is common sense and common right. It is still 
more, ifmore could be required. Itis in conformity | 
with the established usage of al! nations, other than Great | 
Britian, which bave colonies. Some of those nations are 
known to adhere to the monopoly of their colonial trade, 
whh alt the rigor and ronstancy which cirelimstanees 


Daring the last century, the periods of war and peace 
have been nearly equal. The effect of a state of war 
in raising the price ef imported articles, cannot be esti- 
mated with exactness. It is certain, however, that the 
increased price of particularjarticles may make it cheaper 
to manufacture them at home. 

‘Taking, for the sake of illustration, an equality in the 
two periods, and the cost of an imported yard of cloth in 
time of war to be nine and a half dollars, and in time of 
peace, to be seven dollars, whilst the same could at all 
times be manufactured at home for eight dollars, it is 
evident that a tariff of one dollar and a quarter on the in- 
ported -yard would protect the home manufacture in time 
of peace, and avoid a tax of one doilar and ahali imposed 
by a state of war. 

It cunnot be said that the manufactorics which could 
not support themselves against foreign competition in 
periods of peace, would spring up of themselves at the 
recurrence of war prices. It must be obvious to every 
one, that, apart from the difficulty of great and sudden 
changes. of employment, no prudent capitalists would en- 
gage in expensive establishments of any sort, at the com- 
meucemcut of a war. ofuncertain duration with a certainty 
of having them crushed by the return of peace. 

The strictest economy therefore suggests, as excep- 
tions to. the gencral rule, an estimate, in every given 
case, of war and peace periods and prices, with inferen- 
eesthercfrom, ofthe amount of a tariff which might 0¢ 
afforded curing peace, in order to avoid the tax result 
ing from war. And it will occur at once, that the ir- 
ferences will be strengthened by adding, to the suppos'- 
tiou of wars wholly foreign, that of wars in which ow 
own country might be a party. : 

3. [It is an opinion which all must agree, that no nation 
ought to be urnecessarially dependent on others for the 
munitions of public defence, or for the materials essen- 
lial to a naval forec, where the nation has a maritime 
frontier or a foreign cammerce to protect. ‘To this class 
ot exceptions to the theory, may be added the instruments 
of agriculture, and of the mechanic arts which sapply 
the other primary wants of the community, ‘The time 
has been, when many of these Were derived from a for- 
cigusource, and some of them might relapse into that 
dependence, were the encouragement of the fabrication 
ot them at home withdrawn, But, “as all foreign 


scources must be Hable to interruptions: too inconvenient 
to be harzarded, a provident policy. would favor an in- 
ternal and independent scouree, as a reasonable excep- 
tion to the general rule of comsnuiting cheapness alone 
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4. There are eases where a nation may be. so far ad- 
in the rok we fora particular branch of 
ufactures, that this, if once brought into existence, 
uld support itself; and yet, unless aided in its nascent 
and infant state, by public encouragement and a confi- 
dence in public protection, might remain, if not alto- 
er, for a long time unattempted, or attempted with- 
put success. 1s not our cotton manufacture a fair exam- 
Je? However favored by an advantageous command of 
the raw ial, and a machinery which dispenses in so 
inary a proportion with manual labor, it is quite 
ro that without the impulse given by a war, cut- 
ing off foreign supplies, ant] the patronage of an aaa 
it might not even yet have established itself: a 
certain, that it would be far short of the prosper- 
ous condition which enables it to face, in foreign mar- 
kets, the fabrics of « nation that defies all other compcti- 
tors. The number must be small, that would now pro- 
nounce this manufacturing boon not to have been cheaply 
purehased by the tariff which nursed it into its present 
maturity. 

5. Should it happen, as has been suspected, to be an 
object, thou h not of a foreign government itself, of its 
rreat manufacturing capitalists, to strangle in the cradle 
the infant manufactures of an extensive customer, or an 
anticipated rival, it would surely, in such a case, be in- 
eumbent on the suffering party, so far to make an ex- 
ception to the ‘*Let alone” po wy, 28 to parry the evil by 
a regulations of its foreign commerce. 

. Itisa common objection to the public encourage- 
ment of particular branches of industry, that it calls off 
laborers from other branches found to be more profita- 
ble; and the objection is in general a Myr na one. But 
it loses that character in proportion to the effect of the 
encouragement in attracting skilful laborers from abroad. 
Something of this sort has already taken place among 
ourselves, and much more of it is In prospect; and, as it 
has taken or may take place, it forms an exception to the 
general policy in question. 

The history of the manufactures in Great Britain, the 
greatest manufacturing uation in the world, informs us 
that the woollen branch, till of late her greatest branch, 
owed both its original and subsequent growth to persecu- 
ted exiles trom the Netherlands; and that her silk manu- 
factures, now a flourishing and favorite branch, were not 
less indebted to emigrants flying from the persecuting 
edicts of France. —[Ancerson’s history of Commerce. ] 

It appears, indeed, from the géneral history of manu- 
facturing industry, that the prompt and successful intro- 
duction of it into new situations, has been the result of 
emigrations from countries in which manufactures had 
gradually grown up to a prosperous state, as into Italy on 
the fall of the Greek empire; from Italy into Spain and 
Flanders, on the loss of liberty in Florence and other 
cities; and from Flanders and France, into England, ds 
above noticed.—[Franklin’s Canada pamphlet. } 

In the selection of cases here made, as exceptions to 
the ‘*Let alone” theory, none have been included which 
were deemed controvertible. And if I have viewed 
them, ora part of them only, in their true light, they 
show, what was to be shown, that the power granted to 
congress (o encourage domestic products by ations 
of foreign trade, was properly granted, inasmuch as the 
power 1s, in effect, confined to that body, and may; when 
exercised with a sount! legislative discretion, provide the 
better for the safety and prosperity of the nation. 

With great esteem and regard, 
JAMES MADISON. 
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Joszpu C, CaBEtn, esq. 





PUGITIVE SLAVES. 
To the house of representatives of the United States. 


Washington, 15th Dec. 1828. 


In compliance with the resolution of the house of re- 
presentatives, of the 8th instant, referring to a negotia- 
tion with the British government, by virtue of a resolu- 
tion of the house of 10th May last, relative to the surren- 
der of fugitive slaves, [transmit herewith a report from 
the secretary of state, with copics of instructions and 
<orrespondence, ears the desired information. 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

Washington, 13th December , 1828. 
The secretary of state, to whom has been refe the 
resolution of the house of representatives, of the 8th in- 
stant, requesting the president “to inform that house 
whether, by virtue of a resolution passed on the 10th 
day of May last, he has entered into any, and if any, 
what, negotiation with the British government relative to 
the surrender of fugitive slaves who may haye taken re- 
fuge within the Canadian provinces belonging to said 
government,” has the honor to report to the ident, 
that, presuming it will be satisfactory to the house to be 
informed of the instructions,which were given to the late 
minister of the United States at the court of St. James, 
on the subject matter of the resolution, and of the result 
of the negotiation which was opened in consequence of: 
them, extracts are, herewith, submitted from instruc- 
tions given to Mr. Gallatin, on the 19th of June 1826, and 
the 24th of February, 1827, and a copy of a letter ad- 
dressed to him onthe 24th of May, 1827, together with 
extracts from the despatches of Mr. Gallatin, under date 
of the 2ist of December, 1826 the 5th of July, 1827, 
and the 26th of September, 1827. 
The secretary of state has, also, the honor to report, 
that, in pursuance of the resolution of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the 10th of May last, an instruction was 
given on the 13th of June last, to Mrs Barbour, a copy 
of which is now laid before the president, together 
with acopy of the only communication which has been 
yet received from him on that subject. H. CLAY. 
Extract from insivuctions of the me ping of state, to 

Mr. Gullatin, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary to Great Britain, dated, June 19, 1826. 
‘‘You are, accordingly, authorized and instructed to 
propose a stipulation— 
ist. For the mutual surrender of deserters from the 
military and naval service, and from the merchant service 
ofthe twocountries. Persons who have been naturalized 
by the laws of either party, must be excepted from the 
operation of the article: ‘The sixth article of our con- 
vention with France, of 1822, will furnish suggestions 
for the preparation of an article on this subject. 

And secondly—A mutual surrender of all persons 
held to service wr labor under the laws of one party, who 
escape into the territories of the other. Our object in 
this stipnlation is, to provide for a growing evil which 
has produced some, and, if it be not shortly checked, is 
likely to produce munch more, irritation. Persons of the 
above description escape, principally from Virginia and 
Kentucky, into. Upper Canada, whitherthey are pursued, 
by those who are lawfully entitled to their labor; and, 
as there is no existing regulation by which they ean be 
surrendered, the attempt to recapture them, leads to 
disagreeable collisions. In proportion as they are suce 
cessful in their retreat to Canada, will the number of fa- 
gitives inerease,- and the causes of collision monety- 
They are, generally, the most worthless of their class, 
and far, therefore, from being an acquisition which the 
British government can be anxious to make, the sooner, 
we should think, they are gotten rid of, the better for 
Canada, It may be asked, why, ifthey are so worthless, 
are we desirous of getting them back? The motive is to 
be found in the parti¢ular interest which those have who 
are entitled to their service, and the desire which is 
generally felt to_prevent the’ example of the fugitives be~ 
coming contagious. {f it be urged that Great Britain 
would make, in agreeing to the proposed stipulation, a 
coucession without an equivalent, there being to corres- 
ponding class of persons in her North American conti- 
nental dominions, you will reply: 

Ist. That there is a similar class in the British. West 
Indies; and, although the instances are not numerous, 
some have occurred of their escape, or being brought, 
contrary to law, into the United States, 

2dly. That Great Britain would probably obtain an 
advantage over wg in the reciprocal restoration of military 
and maritime deserters, which would compensate any 
that we might secare over her in the practical ope 
of an article for the mutual delivery of fugitives from 
labor; and 

Sly. At all evcuts, the disposition to cultivate good 





neighborhood, which such an article would imply, could 





aye 


_ by treaty, might 
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not fail to find a compensation in that, or in some other 
way, in the already immense and still- increasing inter- 
course between the two countries. The states of Virginia 
inka are pardeninely anxious on this subject. 
general assembly of the latter has repeatedly inyoked 

the interposition of the government of the United States 
with Great Britain. You will, therefore, press the matter 
whilst there exists any E protaeets of your obtaining a sa- 
tisfactory mentofit. Perhaps the British govern- 
ment, whilst they refuse to come. under any obligation 
, at the same time, willing to give di- 

rections tv the colonial authorities to afford facilities for 
the recovery of fugitives from labor, or, il they should not 
be disposed to disturb such as have, hithertofore, taken 
refuge in Upper Canda, (few, if any, are believed to find 
their way into the lower province, ) they might be willing 
to interdict the entry of any others in future. Any such 
regulations would have a favorable tendency; and are, 
pee ates desirable, if nothing more effectual can be 

tained. 


Mr. Gallatin to Mr. Clay. 
i December 21, 1826. 
_ EXTRACT. 

“From what fell in conversation, I had an opportu- 
nity to state what 1 was. instructed to ask respecting 
the surrender of runaway slaves. That they were no 
acquisition to Canada, was acknowledged, and no ohjec- 
tion was made to the principle; but several were suggest- 
ed by Mr. Huskisson, arising from the difficulties thrown 
in the way of every thing of that kind by the courts, and 
by the abolition British associations.” 


Mr. Clay to Mr. Gallatin. 
Febuary 24, 1827. 
EXTRACT. 

‘fhe general assembly of Kentucky, one of the states 
which is most affected by the escape of slaves into Upper 
Canada, has again, at their session which has just termi- 
nated, mvoked. the interposition of the general govern- 
ment. In the treaty which has been recently concluded 
with the United ealare States, and which is now under 
the consideration of the senate, provision is made for the 
restoration of fugitive slaves. As it appears from your 
statement of what passed on that subject, with the Brit- 
ish plenipotentiaries, that they admitted ‘the correctoess 
of the principle of restoration, it is hoped that you will 
be able to succeed in making a satisfactory arrangement.” 


Mr, Clay to Mr. Gallatin, 
DeraRTMENT OF STATE. 
Washington, 24th May, 1827. 
Apert GatuaTin, &e. ke. the. 

Sir: I herewith transmit to you a copy of certain re- 
solutions, adopted in the commencement of the present 
year, by the general assembly of Kentucky, in respect 
to fugitive slaves, who make their escape from their pro- 
prietors in that state, and take refuge in Canada, and sub- 
mitting to the president the propricty of opening a nego- 
tiation with the British government, to provide an ade- 
quate remedy for the evil, Already charged with 
such a negotiation, these resolutions are forwarded, that 
you may in the course of conducting it, make such use 
of them as may appear best adapted to the accomplish- 
ment of their oat an ‘ 

m, respecttu our obedient servant, 
a! ol lil H. CLAY. 


Mr. Gallatin to Mr, Clay. 
July 5, 1827. 
EXTRACT. 

‘Mr. Addington says thathe does not kuow who is 
contemplated to succeed Mr. Huskisson in the negotia- 
tion. He told me, that, on one point, government had 
come to a conclusion. It was utterly impossible for 
them to agree to a stipulation for the surrender of fugi- 
tive slaves.” 


Mr. Gallatin to Mr. Clay, dated Sept. 26, 1827. 
EXTRACT. 
s‘At my last conference, which took place yesterday, 
the British plenipotentiaries took up the subject of the 
‘rfine articles.’ 


ee ns 








“They reiterated the declaration which they had al- 
ready intimated, that their government would notaccede 
to the proposal of a mutual surrender of fugitive slaves 
taking refuge in any part. of Ameriea, within the domin- 
-ons of the other party.* When the proposal. was first 
mentioned, I had thought, perhaps erroneously, that it 
was not anfavorably received, and that the objections ap- 
plied only to the mode of exeeution. The reason al- 
leged for refusing to accede toa provision of that kind, 
is, that they cannot, with respect to the British posses- 
sions where slavery is not admitted, depart from the 
principle recognised by the British courts that every 
man is free who reaches British ground. I do not be- 
lieve that there has been any decision extending that 
principle to Canada, and other provinces on the continent 
of North America; and I do not know whether the fact 
is strictly correct that slavery is forbidden in Canada. 
But it has been intimated tome, informally, that such 
was the stateof public opmion here on that subject, that 
no administration could, or would, admit ina treaty, a 
stipulation such as was asked for. No specific reason has 
been entered on the protocol by the British pleuipoten- 


. tiaries. ?? 


Mr. Clay to Mr. Barbour. 
Jiine 18, 1828. 
EXTRACT. 

‘‘} transmit, herewith, a copy of a resolution of the 
house of representatives, requesting the president to 
open a negotiation with the British government, for the 
recovery of fugitive slaves who.make their escape from 
the United States into Canada. On that subject Mr. Gal- 
latin found, in his conferences with the British ministers, 
that they were unwilling to. treat. You will ascertain if 
the same indisposition continues to exist. The evil isa 
growing one, and is well calculated to disturb the good 
neighborhood which we are desirous of cultivating with 
the adjacent British provinces. 11s almost impossible 
for the two governments, however well disposed, to re- 
strain individual excesses and collisions which wall arise 
out of the pursuit of property on the one side, and the 
defence vn the other, of those who have found an asy- 
lum. You will find in the instructions to Mr. Gallatin, 
of the 19th of June, 1826, and of the 24th February, 
and 24th May, 1827, all that was communicated to him 
on this subject, from the department. And if you as- 
certain that the British government is in a favorable dis- 
position, you are authorized to renew the proposal which 
he was instructed.to make, embracing fugitive slaves and 
deserters from the military, naval, and merchant service 
of the two countries.”’ 


Mr. Barbour to Mr. Ciav. 
October 2, 1828, 
EXTRACT. 

‘*In this conference L opened the subject of slaves taking 
refuge in the British North American possessions, by re- 
presenting that our conterminous possessions had been 
attended with the usual border inconveniences, alluding to 
the cases of refugees frona justice, deserters and persons 
held to service; in other words runaway slaves. When 
I mentioned the border inconveniences, he instantly, be- 
fore 1 explained my object, and with apparent interest, 
spoke of our difficulties in the north-east... Lat once un- 
deceived him, by stating that I had received no commu- 
nications from my government on. that head, (owing, I 
suppose, to the delays of navigation), and proceeded to 
state what 1 had in view. I endeavored to impress on 
him the importance of the subject, stating that one mem- 
ber of the confederacy, and the house of representatives 
of the United States, had urged upon the executive the 
necessity of making some arrangement by which facilities 
should & given to the losers of slaves, in regaining them. 
That the mischief was, by no means, confined to the 
numbers that escaped, but acted on, and much impaired 
the value of those who remained; the successful attempts 
at elopement constituting a strong allurement with all to 
abscond. Lord Aberdeen remarked, that similar com- 

slaints had been preferred by other powers having West 
ndia possessions, that whilst he would be happy to grant 


the most substantial remedy, yet, in the present state of 





ublic feeling on this subject, which he said might proper- 
ry be called amania, the application of the remedy was an 
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sfihir elieaoy : ond difficulty; that the law of parlia- 
pote abet 9 to every slave who affected his landing 
nee Rich . L remarked tohis lordship that he was 
ing, I 


laboring. 


of judi ,] decision, rather than of parliamentary, enact~ 
ment.—He i that there was a statutory provision to 
the effect spoken of, but added that sir George Murray, 
the head of the colonial department, intended to bring the 
subject before parliament, when, he hoped the evil com- 

lained ot would be obviated, as he could not conceive 
fast any people would wish to see their numbers increas- 


ed by such subjects.” 


GEN. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
[From the Richmond Enquirer.) 

We have before usa pamphlet in 50 pages, entitled 
‘¢An abstract of acorrespondence with the executive, 
reiative to the rank or command of major generals Scott 
and Macomb”—closed by a letter from gen. Scott ofthe 
30th ult. to the secretary of war, and the secretary’s or- 
der for the suspension of gen. Scott from the command 
of the western department of the army. The pamphlet 
is published by general S. with a view of informing his 
friends and his countrymen, cf the relations which prevail 
between himself and the executive department.—The 
merits of the question of brevet rank are teuched through- 
out the publication—but, as we have no space at present 
to devote to any very copious extracts, we must content 
ourselves with laying before the reader the finale, as tol- 
lows:—We presume gen. S. imtends to appeal to con- 
gress for ‘‘a declaratory law.” 

**300. Ihave thus taken a hasty, though I trust ‘‘a dis- 
passionate,’’ view of the reasons on which the president 
supports his decision against me. My judgment, such as 
it 18, is not satisfied, and my commission, aecording to 
his views, is in his power. 

“$01. ‘The form o expression used by me above may 
not in every instance be suchas I would prefer, or con- 
sidered by others as entirely respectful. If I had had 
more time this error would have been avoided; or if there 
be in fact such expressions, I now retract them as equally 
unjust to the president and unworthy of my self. 

**302. In the belief that | am soon to retake my place 
in the ranks of private life, 1 fur the last time have the 
honor to salute the president and yourself with the ex- 
pression of my high consideration and re spect. 

WINFIELD SCOTT, 
Major-general U. S. A. 

“flon. P. B. Porter, secretary of war. 

“P. 8. Thave this moment the honor to receive your 
letter of the 26th ultimo, and notwithstanding the severe 
sentence it pronounces on me, it sounds like a reprieve, 
and may, I trust, afford me an opportunity of petitioning 
congress for a declaratory law on that which has been 
discussed, ‘That law, as pronounced in one way by the 
president, and saderhaed in the army in an other, can- 
not fail to lead others into like difficulties with my own. 

“TfL had received your letter thirty-six hours earlier, I 
should not now address you in the printedform.. The fore- 
going, prepared within the last twelve days, is alreacy 

partly beyond my control; and I trust: that the president 
will not be less indulgent to it, than if it were received in 
manuscript... My friends in distant parts of the union, 
have long been ignorant and anxious as to my Situation. I 
avail myself of this form to satisfy their kind solicitude, 
and repeat the hope, that it may nut prove offensive to 
the president., 

**I shall promptly observe the commands of the presi- 
dent just acknowledged, and expect to be in Washington 
ina week after thie fetter. 

“I annex a copy of yours, from a sense of obligation, and 
a subscribe myself, with great respect, your most 

obedient servant, Ww. 8. 

“ Cincinnati, Ohio, Déc. 3, 1828.°’ 





_** Department of war, Nov. 26ih, 1828. 
**Srn:—It is not the purpose of the president to takeany 


final order in relation to your late very reprehensible con- 


duct, until a sufficient time shall have elapsed for the re- 
ceipt of your deliberate answer to the letter addressed to 
you from this department on the 15th instant, and whwh 
contains an exposition of the views of the president on the 


you will consider yourself as sus 


der will, as you perceive, depend in a great measure on the 

character of the answer received 

the president hopes, may not be wholly uninfiuenced by 

, under a mistake, as this was the r-sa!t|the considerations which, by his directions, have been 
thus presented to you. 


from you, and which 


‘To put a stop, in the mean time, to the course of in- 
subordination in which you have deemed fit to indulge, 
the president directs that from the receipt of this letter, 
pended from the com- 
mand of the western department of the army, until his 
further pleasure shall be made known to you. 
‘“General Atkinson has, accordingly, been directed, by 
an order of this date, to assume that command; and you 
will, therefore, without delay, transfer to him all unex- 
ecuted orders that may have been received, either from 
this department, or from maj. gen. Macomb—at the same 
time, instructing one of the officers at present sing 
the duties of assistant adjutant general of that department, 
to repair to the head quarters of gen. Atkinson with the 
documents and papers belonging to the command. 
“I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
P. B. PORTER, 

** Brevet major general Winfiejd Scott, 
United States army, Cincthndti.” 

an 04 


LEGISLATURE OF, GEORGIA. 
The following paper was laid 6h the table of the house 
of representatives, on the 11th inst. by col. Warren Jour- 
dan, chairman of the committee on the state of the re- 
pablic. 





PROTEST: 
To the senate of the United States, by the state of Georgia, 
against the tariff 
From a painful conviction, that a manifestation of the 
public sentiment, in the most imposing and impressive 
form, is called for by the present agitated state of the 
southern section of the union: 
The general assembly of the state of Georgia have 
deemed it their duty to adopt the novel expedient of ad- 
dressing, in the name of the state, the senate of the con- 
gress of the United States. 
In her sovereign character, the state of Georgia protests 
against the act of the last session of congress, entitled an 
‘*Act in alteration of the several acts imposing duties on 
imports,” as deceptive in its title, fraudulent in its pre 
texts, oppressive in its exactions, partial and unjust in its 
operations, unconstitutional in its well known objects, 
ruinous to commerce and agriculture;—to secure a hate- 
ful monopoly to a combination of importunate manuface 
turers. 
Demandiny the repeal of an act, which has already dis- 
turbed the union, endangered the public tranquillity 
weakened the confidence of whole states in the federa 
government, and diminished the affection of large masses 
of the people of the anion itself,—and the abandonment 
of the degrading syste:: which considers the people as 
incapable of wisely directing their own enterprise—which 
sets up the servantsof the people, in congress, as the ex- 
clusive judges of what pursuits are most advan 8 
and suitable for those, by whom they were elected; the 
state of Georgia expects, that, in perpetual testimony 
thereof, this deliberate and solemn expression of her 
opinions, will be carefully preserved ng the archives 
of the senate, and, in justification of her eharacter to the 
present generativn and posterity; if, unfortunately, con- 
gress disregarding this protest, and continuing to pervert 
powers pranted for clearly defined and well understood 
purposes to effectuate objects never intended, by the 
great parties by whom the constitution was framed, to be 
entrusted to the controlling guardianship of the federal 
government, should render necessary, measures of de- 
cisive character, for the protection of the people of the 
en and the vindication of the constitution of the United 
tates. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the state of Georgia, in general assembly met, ‘That the 
foregoing protest be signed by the president of the senate, 
by the speaker of the house of representatives, and by 
his excellency the governor; and after having the great 
seal of the state affixed to it, be transmitted by the go- 
vernor, to the senate of the congress of the U. Stutes. 

gt} On the same day, and im the same house a pro- 





several questions you have raised. The nature of that or- 





position was mace, that the ‘state should ioun George 
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Mennifee; 5000 dollars, for 5 years, at 6 per cent. inte 
est, to enable him to establish a bloom nd i 
oS i crane 


Jourdan, in supporting the resolution ke well 
of having domestic manufactures of iron, and off its im- 
) pea in peace and. war—-just as we ourselves would 
ve spoken, if we could have spoken so well. And he said 
that ore abounded, and that there were facilities for manu- 
facturing it in Jackson souiiys that the works when put 
in Operation, ‘‘will confer a benefit on the whole commu- 
nity,” &c. And he made an excellent tariff-talk. Mr. 
Haynes opposed the resolution—he thought it would 
have a aoew to establish the tariff in Georgia, which 
he feared might become a tariff state! He did not think 
this was the way to counteract the tariff. Ifthe business 
was profitable, the proprietor would put its profits into 
his own pocket. r. Jourdan rejoined; several other 
gentlemen delivered their_opinions, and some with an 
apparent view to embarrass the resolution by amend- 
ments. But finally, it was carried, 69 to 55. 

_Now, we should tike to know how it is that the state 
of Georgia may constitutionally do for Jackson county, 
what the congress of the United States may not do fora 
particular state, were such a special matter asked of the 
general government? 

How great is the difference between mine and thine— 
how vast between theory and practice! We like this ta- 
riff-doing of Georgia, and hope that many such bills will 
pass. Each of them wil) benefit the state more than 
twice the amount of money expended in payment of 
members of the legislature for listening to long speeches 


THE CHEROKEES AND GEORGIA. 
[From the Georgian. | 
[The good fuith, honorable conduct, and superior civili- 
zation of white men. } 

When the United States, on the 24th of April, 1862, 
entered into an agreement with one of themselves, for 
the extinguishment of the title of the Cherokees to a 
part of their (the Cherokee) lands, a treaty was at that 
vey time in existence, between the Cherokees and the 

id United States, (of which Georgia then was, and 
still isone), containing the following articles. 

**Art. 7,—The United States solemnly. guaranty to 
the Cherokee nation, all their lands not Senate ceded. ”’ 

“Art, 14.—That the Cherokee nation may. be led to a 
greater degree of civilization and to become herdsmen 
and cultivators, instead of remaining in a state of hunt- 
ers, the United States will from time to time furnish 

tuitously, the said nation with useful implements of 

usbandry, &c.”’ 

The joint committee of Georgia on the state of the re- 
public, in their report of 5th December, 1827, complain 
that the U, States have managed “so to add to the com- 
forts of the Cherokees, and so instruct them in the busi- 
ness of husbaniry as¢o attach them so firmly to ther coun- 
try and to their homes, as almost to destroy the last ray 
of hope that they would ever conseut to part with the 
Georgia lands,”—and «declare that “the lands in ques- 
tion belong to Gceorgia—shc must and she will have 
them.” 

Under any, but particularly under the circumstances of 
this case, what monstrous sentiments, what detestable 
principles, are here promulgated If this be the result 
of the white man’s sciences and arts, of his civilization 
and Christianity; if this be a sumple of his good faith and 





his d for the tame and houor of his-country, I thank 
the great spirit that he has kept me free from their con- 
tamination. OUTALISSI. 








KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS. 
Brussels, Oct. 20. 

The session of the states general has been opened to- 
day by “his majesty in person. ‘The following is the sub- 
stance of his majesty ’s speech: 

‘*His majesty continues to receive proofs of friendship 
from all foreign powers. 

“The measures preparatory to the execution of the 
concordat proceed in a satisfactory manner; and the pro- 
clamation of the bishop, appointed to the see of Namur, 
justifies the expectation of a similar agreement for the 
other vacant sees. ‘The extension of ‘our relations in the 


ee 
prenpertgs which may the most effectually contribute to 
this end, continue to engage his majesty’s attention, — 
Manutactures are improving, and commerce continues to 
prosper. Theformer, perhaps, do not derive prosperity 
in so high a degree from the sources which gave it in 
former ages—the various establishments formed and pro- 
jected for the promotion of the latter, chiefly toinsure the 
liberty of importation and re-exportation by sea, promise 
to increase its prosperity, especially if the merchants 
contribute by modifying ancient usages conformably to 
the present state of the commercial relations between 
nations. 

The internal situation of the kingdom is in general sa. 
tisfactory; and if the states of some provinces have endea- 
vored to extend the sphere of their attributions, the 
king hopes that the intimation made them by his majes- 
ty’s orders, on this infringement of the rights which the 
constitution gives exclusively to the legislative power, 
will preveut any similar deviation for the future. 

**the authorities of the provinces and communes are 
zealous in diffusing elementary instruction. A commis- 
sion has been appointed to examine the improvements of 
which the superior course of education is susceptible. 

**The fine arts continue to flourish. 

‘“Vhe situation of our East India possessions is not 
worse; tranquillity has not been restored in Java, fresh or- 
ders have been given to attain that end. The accounts 
received from these countries‘allow us to hope that when 
things have resumed their natural course, the mother 
country will soon be liberated from the pecuniary guaran- 
tee which it has taken upon it; but as the duration of 
these troubles is protracted, the mother country must 
again suppoit the colonies on its credit. The states gene- 
ral will, doubtless, concur with his majesty in providing 
in this manner for the wants of our Indian possessions, 
which, even under the momentary unfavorable circum- 
stances, are of such importance to commerce, navigation, 
and manulactures, 

“The good effects of the mission to the West Indies 
are already felt. ‘The declaring St. Eustatia to be a free 
port has.revived commerce, and his majesty hopes that 
the obstacles will soon vanish which have checked the 
salutary effects of a similar measure at Curacoa. 

“The produce of the revenue has been satisfactory, 
and his majesty flatters himself that the extraordinary 
budget, and the budget for the next ten years, will prove 
the scrupulous attention paid to this subject, and the care 
taken of the interests of his beloved subjects. 

“His majesty then spoke of the new codes, and the 
measures still to be taken to complete the new legisla- 
tion.”’ 








TWENTIETH CONGRESS—2d SESSION, 
SENATE. 

December 18.. Memorials were presented this day 
from the merchants and others of Philadelphia and Bal- 
timore, praying that a duty of 10 per cent. may be levied 
on ubea te auction. 

After other business, the bill explanatory ofan act to 
reduce and fix the military peace establishment, was taken 
up, considered in committee of the whole, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. [This is a bill which 
passed the senate at the last session, and provides for ar- 
ranging gen. Bissell to the command of the 2d regiment 
of artillery. } 

The bill tor the sale of the lead mines in Missouri; 
was taken up aud, after discussion between Messrs. 
Branch, Barton, Benton and Chandler, amended, and 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. : 
The bill for the sale of the salt mines in the state of 
Missouri, belonging to the United States, was considered 


Lin committee of the whole; and. after an explanation of 


the object of the bill, by Mr. Barton, was ordered to be 
engrossed for u third reading. 

The joint resolution on the subject of the public print- 
ing wasread a third ume, passed; and sent to the house 
of representatives. 

A number of bills received from the house of repre- 
sentatives were read a first time; others were read a se 
cond time and referred, when the senate, on motion of 
Mr. Chumbers, went into the consideration of executive 








interest of our commeérce and manufacture, and the ar- 





business, and when the doors were opened, after the 
consideration of private bills. 
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aq ill to amend anact entitled ‘‘an act for the bet- 
te cepeniantion of the medical department of the navy,” 
was read a second time, and considered in committee of 
gee explanation of the object of the bill, by Mr. 

se. anda remark or two from Mr. Chandler, and 


a Tazewell, was replied to by Mr. Hayne, the bill was 


ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and the se- 
nate adjourned to Monday. 

: er 22. The vice president of the U. States, 
attended to-day, and resumed the chair of the senate. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, presented a memorial of sun- 
dry merchants of Ba timore, praying that certain goods 
imported by them since the passage of the tariff law of 
last session, may, for reasons stated by them, be released 
from the payment of the extra duties; which was read 
and referred, a. ; 

Mr. Smith presented a memorial from the corporation 
of Baltimore, praying that congress may extenc its pa- 
tronage to the Baltimore and Ohio rail road, by an ap- 
propriation in aid of its construction; which was read and 
referred. ; 

Several petitions of a private nature were also present- 
ed and referred. ; 

Mr. Barton presented sundry resolutions of the legis- 
lature of Missouri, tendering their thanks to Mr. Benton, 
for his exertions to procure the passage of an act togra- 
duate the price of the public lands, and to sell the retuse 
to the states in which they lic: and instructing their other 
senator and requesting their representative in congress to 
aid in the passage of such alaw. The resolutions also 
compliments Mr. Tazewell for his support of the bill.— 
They were read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Benton submitted the following: = 

Resolved, ‘That the 5th section of the sinking fund act, 

of 1817, ought to be so amended as to authorize the com- 
missioners of that fund, to muke purchases of the public 
debt, at its current market price, whenever, in their Opin- 
fon, such purchases can be made beneficially for the 
interests ot the United States, and consistently with ex- 
isting engagements. 
Mo That the 4th seetion of the same act, which autho- 
rizes a retention of two millions of surplus revenue in the 
treasury, ought to be repealed; and that the first section 
of the sinking fund act of 1790, which directs the whole 
of the surplus money in the treasury to be applied tothe 
payment of the public debt, ought to be revived and con- 
tinued in force. 

$. That the bank of the United States ought to be re- 

uired to make a compensation to the people of the U. 
States for the use of the balances of public money On its 
hands. 

4. That apublic debt isa public burthen, and that the 
present debt of the United States is a burthen upon the 

ople of the United States to the amount of more than 
Fitecn millions of dollars per annum; from which they 
ought to be relicved as soon as possible, and may be re- 
lieved in four years, by a ‘‘timely” and ‘‘judicious” ap- 
plication of the means within the power of cangress. 

5. That an abolition of duties, to the amount of the ten 
millions of dollars now annually levied on account of the 
public debt, ought to be made as soon as that debt is paid, 
and may be made, according to the present indications of 
the revenue, without diminishing the protection due to 
any branch of domestic manufactures, and with manifest 
advantage to the agriculture and commerce of the country. 

6. That the committee on finance be directed to pre- 
pare and bring in a biJl to carry into effect, the object of 
the first and second of these resolutions. 

By Mr. Euton:—Resolved, that the committee on 
finance inquire if some changes be not necessary in rela- 
tion to the collection of imposts; the propricty of diseon- 
tinuing per centage payments and fees to any and all 
officers engaged in, or connected with, the collections ot 
the customs; and of changing their compensations into 
definite and certain sums, having, in estimating said sala- 
ries, regard to the importance of the respective ports at 
which each officer may be engaged, to the liabilities to be 
met, and labors to be encountered. That they inquire 
if any collection districts may be safely «liscontinued, and 
the duties thereof confided to some other inferior officer, 
or discontinued entirely, and attached to other districts: 
of the propriety of reducing the numbér of inspectors, 


and altering the mode of compensation allowed them; of 
the propriety of dispensing with guagers and measurers, 
and confiding their duties to inspectors of ports; and of 
dispensing with the appointment .of valuers of damaged 
goods imported; and with the payment of all fees at the 
custom house, and substituting some more eligible plan; 
and generally, that the committee inquire what acts of 
legislation may be necessary in reference to the altera- 
tions and changes here proposed, and for carrying them 
into complete effect. . 

A number of bills, reecivei from the house-of repre- 
sentatives were read and referred, among them one mak- 
ing appropriations for the support of government for the 
first quarter of the year 1829. 

The following bills were severally read a third time 
and passed, viz: **A bill to provide for printing and bind- 
ing 60,000 copies of infantry tactics, including tactics for 
light infantry and riflemen;” A bill to amend an act en- 
titled “an act for the better organization of the medical 
department of the navy;” “*A bill to authorize the presi- 


dent of the United States to cause the reserved lead 
mines in the state of Missouri to be exposed to public 
sale;” “A billexplanatory ofan act to reduce and fix the 


military peace establishment;” “A bill for the relief of John 
Culbertson, and for the payment of an interpreter for the 
district court of the eastern district of Louisiana;” *‘A bill 
confirming the reports of the register and receiver of the 
land office at St Stephens, in Alabama,” and ‘tA bill to 
authorize the president of the United States to cause the 
reserved salt mines in the state of Missouri to be exposed 
to public sale.”’ 

The bill for the relief of Susan Decatur and others, 
coming up for consideration, a brief debate ensued be- 
tween Messrs. Woodbury, Tazewell, Chambers, Ben- 
ton, Chandler and Prince, which resulted in a postpones 
ment of the consideration of the bill until to-morrow. 

The bill for the relief of Nathaniel Patten was next 
considered, and having been ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, the senate adjourned. 

December 23. Mr. Iredell, the senator elected by the 
state of North Carolina, in the place of Mr. Macon, re- 
signed, attended to-day, was qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. Benton offered the following resolution for con- 
sideration; which was unanimously agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the present condition of the fur 
trade within the limits of the Unitcd States, and to report 
what measures, ifany, are necessary to the safe and sue- 
cessful prosecution of that trade by citizens of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr. Foot offered the following resolution, which lies 
on the table till to-morrow: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested to cause to be laid before the. senate, at the 
next session, a statement, showing the amount of mo- 
nies appropriated; the quantity of the public lands, with 
their value at the minimum prices, whieh have been grante 
ed; and the amount of the per centage on the proceeds 
of lands sold by the United States, reserved, and pledg- 
ed to the several states admitted into the union, since 
the adoption of the constitution, for the purposes of edu. 
cation, and the construction of roads and canals, within 
and leading to, said states; specify ing the amount received 
by each state, asfar as practicable. 

Mr. Eaton proposed an ameridment to the 34th stand- 
ing rule of the senate, by striking out the first line, and 
inserting in lieu thereof, ‘*The president protempore of 
the senate shall appoint the standing committees of the 
senate; but, ifthere be no president_protempore,” the 
senate will proceed, by ballot, severally to appoint, &c, 
[agreeably to the mode now pursued. ] 

Phe «motion was ordered to lie on the table till toemor- 
row. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Eaton was 
agreed to,and Mr, Benton’s made the order of the day 
for Monday week, and directed to be printed. 

A joint resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. Smith, of 
Md. forthe adjournment of congress from Wed 
next to the Monday. following, was agreed to, after a 
short discussion, and sent to the house for eoneurrence. 

Two messages were received from the president of 











the United States, by Mr: John Adams, which were not 
read. 
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tribute certain committee rooms,” and ‘‘to a room 
in the capitol forthe use of the Columbian Institute,” 
were severally considered, and ordered to a third reading. 

The bill ‘‘allowing duties on foreign merchandise im- 

ted into Louisville, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati and St. 

,ouis, to be secured and puid at those places, was taken 
up and considered as in committee of the whole, amended 
on motion of Mr. Woodbury so as to include Nashville, 
Ten, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill “for the purchase of a site, and the erection of 
barracks at or near the city of New Orleans,” was next 
considered as in committee of the whole, and ordered to 
a third reading. 

_The bill *‘to preserve from injury and waste, the school 
Tands in the territory of Arkansas,” was also ordered to 
a third reading. 

The bill “authorising the relinquishment of the 16th sec- 
tion granted for the use of schools in Alabama, and enter- 
ing other lands in lieu thereof,” wasthen taken up for con- 
sideration, as in committee of the whole, and gave rise to 
a brief debate between Messrs. Chandler, King, Barton, 
Bell, Smith, of Md. Kane and Benton, when the question 
being taken, it was decided in the affirmative—(Ayes 21; 
noes 15), and ordered to athird reading. Other business 
of a m character was next transacted, and then the 
senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Dec. 18. Memorials for duties on sales by 
auction, were yee this day from the inhabitants of 
Baltimore and Alexandria, D. C. 

[A fact which attaches peculiar interest to the memo- 
rial from Baltimore, is that the first name appended to 
it is that of the venerable Coanies Cannot or Carnor- 
ron, the only survivor of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence. It is his own sign-manual, and exhibits 
searcely any of the signs of age or infirmity, although he 
is now ninety-odd years old, and it is confidently believ- 
ed that it is the.only paper in the shape of a memorial or 

etition which has been presented to congress, bearing 

is own signature, sinee the adoption of the present 
form of government. 

Several reports having been received, the speaker laid 
before the house sundry communications, viz: 

1. A letter from the secretary of war, accompanied 
by a report, showing the progress made under an act of 
the last session for making a military road from the 
mouth of the Matanawcook river, to Marshhill, in the 
state. of Maine... Referred to the committee-on roads 
and canals, 

2. A letter from the -secretary of the navy, with an 
abstract of expenditures, on account of the contingen- 
cies of the navy for the year 1828, Laid on the table. 

3. A letter from the secretary of the treasury, ac- 
companied by one from the commissioner of the general 
land office, in relation to the sale of Indian reserved 
lands in Indiana. Laid on the table. 

4. <A letter from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
mitting a statement, exhibiting the amount of drawbacks 
payab e on goods exported in the years 1825, 1826, and 
1827, contrasted with the amount of duties on the same. 
Laid on the table. 

5. A letter trom the secretary of war, stating that, 
in consequence of the death of the chief engineer em- 
ployed in the service, the report of the survey of the ob- 
structions to the navigation of the Wabash river, has not 
been completed; that it is expected shortly to be com- 

leted by the officer now in charge; and when made, will 
be transmitted to the house, in pursuance of its call. 
Laid on the table. 

‘The resolution moved by Mr. Verplanck, yesterday, 
by order of the committee of ways and means, calling 
for information relative to frauds on the revenue on | 
the Niagara frontier, and to the employment of troops 
to prevent the same, came up for consideration, and was 
adopted by the house. : 

, on moved the following, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the commitice on roads and canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of adopting 
some system by which appropriations of public money 
for internal improvements may, as nearly as practicable, 
be apportioned among the several states and territories 
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‘The joint resolutions from the other house, ‘‘to dis- (eelundieg tp the American union, in reference to bounds- 
u 


ry, ulation, and the internal condition of said states or 
territories, 

On motion of Mr. White, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs be jp. 
structed to inquire into the aa rs | of making an 
propriation to pay the expenses of a deputation of Florj. 
da Indians, to the west of the Mississippi; for the pur- 
pose of examining the country, with a view to their fy. 
ture removal. 

The following engrossed bills were read a third time 
and passed: 

To authorize the president to erect military store. 
houses at New York and New Orleans; for the relief of 
Thomas Cutts; for the relief of Daniel Goodwin, execy- 
tor of Benjamm; to preserve from injury and waste the 
school lands in the ‘territory of Arkansas. 

The following joint resolutions from the senate came 
up for consideration: 

‘* Resolved, Ec. That, within 30 days before the ad- 
journment of every congress, each house shall proceed to 
vote for a printer to execute its work for and during the 
succeeding congress; and the person having the majori- 
ty of all the votes given, shall be considered duly elect- 
ed and that so much of the resolution, approved the 34 
of March, 1819, entitled “a resolution dirscting the man- 
ner in which the printing of congress shall be executed, 
fixing the prices thereof, and providmg for the appoint- 
ment of a printer or printers, ‘‘as is altered by this reso- 
lution, be, and the same is hereby rescinded.” 

Mr. Little moved that the resolution be referred to 
the committee on accounts. Mr. Wickliffe thought this 
an extraordinary reference, and inquired into the reason 
of the motion. -Mr. Little replied, that similar resolu- 
tions had always heretofore gone to that committee. 

Mr. Wright, of Ohio, thereupon moved the reference 
of the resolution to the committee on the judiciary, and 
also its printing, together with that resolution to which 
it was referred The motion prevailed. 

The house then went into committee of the whole on 
the state of the union, and took up the appropriation bill 
for the support of government for the first quarter’of 1829. 
The various blanks of the bill having been filled, the com- 
mittee rese and reported it to the house, and it was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading tu-morrow. 

The committee next considered the following resolu- 
tions offered by Mr. Smyth at the last session of con- 
gress, proposing an amendment to the constitution of the 
U. States; 


Resolved by the senate and house ef representatives of 


the United Stutes of America in congress assembled, 
two-thirds of both houses concurring. hat the follow- 
ing amendments to the constitution of the United States 
be proposed to the legislatures of the several states, which, 


when ratified by three-fourths thereof, shall be a part of 


the said constitution: 

i. After the third day of March, one thousand eiglit 
hundred and twenty-nine, no person, who shall have been 
elected president of the United States, shall be again eli- 
gible to that office. 

il. The election for president and vice president, by 
electors appointed by the several states, shall be held in 
the third year of the presidential term. If, on counting 
the votes, in the presence of the senate and house of re- 
presentatives, no person have a majority of the whole 
number of electors appointed, that fact shall be publish- 
ed by the president of the senate, and a second election 
for president shall be held in thefourth year of the presi- 
dential term, as follows: The voters in each state, qual!- 
fied to vote in elections of the most numerous branch 
of the state legislature, shall assemble, inthe month of 
November, on such days, and at such places, as the said 
legislature shall appoint, and vote for one of the persons 
having the two highest numbers of ‘the votes given by 
the electors for presiderit, and still living; the officers 
conducting the elections shall meet in each state, on 
such day, and at such place, asthe legislature thereo! 


shall appoint, ascertain the number of votes given therc- 


in for each person, and certify who has the greater num- 
ber, whieh certificates they shall sign and transmit, seal- 
ed up, to the seat of government of the United States, di- 


rected to the president ofthe senate, who shall, in the 
presence of the senate and house of representatives, ope" 
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certifies’, and the votes of the states shall then 
M te etaiped, each state having one vote, which shall 
be counted for the person having the greater number of 
votes given therein; and a majority of all the states shall 
ph to achoice. Should no person have a ma- 
rity of the states, then, from the persons last voted for, 
ying the two highest numbers of states, the house of 
r ives shal], as heretofore, choose immediately, 
by ballot, the. president, the representation from each 
state having one vote. 

If. After the third day of March, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-uine, no senator or representa- 
tive shall, during the time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any office or employment under the author- 
ity of the United States. 

{V. When the house of representatives shall choosea 
president, no person, who shall have been a member of 
that house at the time of making the choice, shall, du- 
ring the continuance im office of the president so chosen, 
be appointed to any office or employment under the au- 
thority of the United States. 

Mr. Smyth then rose and addressed the committee m 
support of the resolutions, ina speech which occupied 
them until three o’clock; when the committee rose and 
reported progress, And the house adjourned. 

Friday, Dec. 19. Petitions against the transportation 
ofthe mails on the Sabbath, were received to day from 
Stockbridge and Northampton, Mass. Orange county, 
N. ¥Y. and Morris county, N. J. Petitions for duties 
on sales at auction were also received from the merchants, 
traders and others of Waterton and Waterbury, Conn. 
and Richmond, Va. 

Among the petitions presented to-day, was one by Mr. 
Moore, of Ky. from the inhabitants of Mercer county, 
Ky. in behalf of the heirs of Gabrie) Alexander, a man 
who lost his life in an attempt to save the United States’ 
mail; and in whose case much interest is felt in that dis- 
trict of country. 

The speaker presented to the house a Jetter addressed 
te him by John S. Cogdell, of Charleston, S. C. accom- 
panied by a bust of major general William Moultrie, 
which he offers to the acceptance of congress. 

This letter having been read— 

Mr. wie og addressed the house as follows: 

Mr. speaker: Asthe letter just read to the house, has 
been addressed to it by a gentleman born and residing in 
the congressional district which I have the honor to re- 
present, } trust that it will not be deemed intrusive in 
me to offer afew remarks upon its contents. The writer 
of it was bred to the Jaw, and has devoted to the eultiva- 
tion of painting and sculpture, only portions of that time 
which he could spare from his professional Jabors. His 
patriotic and moral feelings led him to admire the cha- 
acters, of those who-were prominent for thei: intellect, 
their virtue, their valor and their public services—his ge- 
nius and his taste to preserve their resemblances, “after 
the originals should have mingled with their parent dust. 
Among the subjects chosen z him for the exercise of 
his talents, was the bust of his fellow citizen, major gen- 
eral Moultrie, who had drawn a sword in the battles of 
the revolution, which remained unsheathed until our li- 
berties were conquered, who enjoyed the rare celebrity 
of gathering laurels upon the ocean and the land; who de- 
feated a British squadron before our independence had 
been proclaimed; and afterwards vanquished a detach- 
ment of British regulars in the open plain, with an infe- 
rior number of South Carolina militia. Upon various oc- 
casions, in his native state, he exhibited a heroic intre- 
pidity in the field, and a firmness in council, which never 

ed in the darkest gloom ofthe revolutionary struggle. 
n private life, he was marked for the simplicity of his 
manners, the frankness of his temper, the generosity of 
his disposition, and pre-eminently for the charity with 
which he wasalways ready to excuse the errors and to 
palliate the frailties of others. The form and features of 
one so justly distinguished well deserved preservation. 
How far Mr, Cogdell has succeeded in his efforts, it is 
not for me to decide, who pretend to no.connoisseurshiy 
in sculpture and in_ painting; but, by an artist no less re- 
nhowned than Washington Alston; the skill and taste dis- 
played in the execution of this bust, have been warmly 
praised. It may, therefore, be said, under the the sane- 


and patriotic Moultrie have been delineated, with a mas- 
terly hand, by his fellow citizen, who-has thus not only 
afforded an ad:Jitional instance of the genius of our coun- 
try in an art which immortalized’a Phidias and a Prax- 
itelés; but who has evinced the correetness of judgment in 
selecting for his subject a personage so worthy of the 

ateful remembrance of posterity. 7 

The letter of Mr. Cogdell was then, on motion, refcr- 
red to the committee on the library. See 

The joint resolution appropriating any apartment in the 
capitol not otherwise occupied, to the use of the Colum- 
bian Institute, was read, and the question being on its 
engrossment fora third reading, a desultory debate arose, 
in which the resolution was advocated by Messrs. Tay- 
lor and Everett, and opposed by Messrs. McCoy and 
Weems. A motion of Mr. Zxmpkin to lay it on the table, 
with a view to obtain farther information, was negatived; 
and the resolution engrossed, read a third time, .and 
passed. 

Mr. Wright, of Ohio, offered the follawing reeelutivirs 
which gave rise to a brief debate between the mover and 
Mr. Wickliffe, but before a final dispositon was made 
of it, the hour allotted for the consideration of resolutions 
had expired. ; , Fa 

Resolved, That the select committee on printing the 
laws on stereotype plates, be instructed to inquire whether 
any change in the prices of paper, printing materials, and 
printing, has taken place since the year 1819, rendering 
it capetent to reduce the prices of the printing for con- 

ess. : 
on The engrossed bill. making appropriations for the sup- 
port of government for the year 1829, were read the third 
time, passed and sent to the senate for concurrence, . 

The residue of the morning was occupied in the con- 
sideration of an unfavorable report of the committee of 
claimsin relationto certain horses lost on the, western 
frontier during the war. The report was reversed by 
the house. : 

On motion of Mr. Van Rensselaer, the house deci- _ 
ded, that when an’ adjournment takes place to day, it 
willadjourn to meet again on Monday next. 

And then the house adjourned. 

Monday, Dec. 22. A memorial for duties on sales at 
auction was presented from the merchants, traders, &c. 
of New Haven, Con. and eight petitions from a number 
of counties in New York, and one from Alexandria, D. 
C. against transporting the mailson Sunday, —_ 

Mr. Barney presented a memorial of importing mer- 
chants of Baltimore, praying that the duties on certain 
importations made by them may be charged at the rates 
existing previous to the passage of the late tariff. 

Mr. Cambreleng presented a memorial of J coaphs 
Kirffmann, a citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city of New York, complaining of gross violations of his 
personal liberty as well as of robbery and plunder of his 
stig by the authorities of the city of Hamburg, in 

urope, for which no satisfaction or remuneration has 
been made, and praying the interference of his govern- 
ment in his behalf. Referred to the committee on fo- 
reign affairs. . | 

n motion of Mr. Mailary, the committee on mann- 
factures were discharged from the further consideration 
of the petition of Mauritz Furst, praying congress to pur- 
chase his medallions of general Jackson and the battle 
of New Orleans; it was laid on the table. 

Mr. Wickiffe, from the committee on the judiciary, 
reported abill to authorize the citizens of the territory 
of Arkansas to elect certain officers; which was twice 
read, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading to- 
morrow. 

A number of bills were received; read and committed, 
which shall be duly noticed in their rogress. . 

The resolution offered on Friday, by Mr. Wright, of 
Qhio, was again read. 

Mr. Wright demanded that the qiestion on the adop- 

tion of the resolution be taken by yeas and nays. 
" Mr. Wickliffe said, that he had, the other day, movéd 
to lay the resolution on the table, and on that motion he 
had understood the gentleman from Ohio as having de- 
manded the yeas and nays. 

The speaker said, he was under a different impression, 








tion of a great name, that the lineaments of the gallant 


and had learned from the clerk that the motion of the 
gentleman from Kentucky had been withdrawn. 
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Mr. said, he had not withdrawn the motion; 
bat, as such seemed to be the understanding, he would 
now renew it. Mr. W. then moved that the resolution 
be laid upon the table. ) 

On this question, Mr. Wright demanded the yeas and 
hays, and they were ordered by the house; and there ap- 
peared, ayes 55, noes 121. 

The question then occurring on the adoption of the 
resolution it was carried by ayes and nays—ayes 105; 
nays,.Messrs. John S. Barbour, Bassett, Gilmer, Haynes, 
Keese, Miller, Mitchel] of Pa. Rives—8. 

The laid before the house, the report of the 
post master general, which he was required by an order of 
the house, adopted at the last session, to make at the pre- 
sent session on the subject of the repair of the great milita- 

road from Columbus, passing through the Choctaw na- 
tion to New Orleans.—As also, on the repairs of the Ro- 
binson road through the Choctaw nation. The report was 
read and referred to the committee on the post office and 
post roads. 


The speaker taid Gefore the house the report of the 
secretary of the navy, in obedience to the order of the 
15th May last, directing him to prepare and report a plan 
and estimate for connecting with one or more of the navy 
yards, as many establishments for purchasing, water-rot- 
ting and preparing for manufacture American hemp, flax, 
and cotton, as well as for manufacturing the same into 
cordage and canvass.—Read and laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Dwight; the report of the secretary 
of war, made near the close of the last session, on the 
subject of the Massachusetts’ militia claims, was referred 
to the committee on military affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Strong the house took up the bill for 
establishing a new territory tobe called the territory of 
Huron, and the question being on coneurring with the 
committee of the whole in their amendments, a desul- 
tory debate arose, which occupied the house till past 
three o’clock. It turned on the question if the governor 
of the new territory should reecive a salary as superinten- 
dant of In dian affairs, in addition to that allowed him as go- 
vernor; or whether his remuncration for duties pertained to 
a superintendant of Indian affairs shouldbe fixed by the 
regulations of the war deparment, and be paid accordin : to 
the present practice with respect to the governors of other 


territories. Finally, before any question was taken, the 
house adjourned. 
T y, Dec. 23. A number of reports were re- 


eeived from various coramittees and disposed of. The 
bill restricting the location of certain claims to land in 
the territory of Arkansas, was reported without amend- 
ment, passed, and returned tothe senate. 

The speaker laid betore the house a letter from the se- 
cre of war,.transmitting the report ofthe Indian agent 
for the Florida Indians, expressive of the wish of those 
Indians to send a deputation to the west of the Mississip- 
pi, with a view to a settlement there—which was read, 
and referred to the committee on Indian affairs. 

The president of the U. States_transmitted to the 
house of representatives a report fvom the secretary of 
war, with documents reported in compliance witha reso- 
lution of the house of the 10th inst: requesting a copy of 
the instructions given for the goverument of the agent of 
the United States’ superintendant of the lead mimes in 
Missouri_and [iinois. 


Also, a report from the secretary of war, in compli- 
ance with the resolution of the house of the 15th inst. 
setting forth the reasons upon which it has not been 
deemed expedient to nominate commissione's to hold a 
treaty with the Choctaw nation of Indians for the pur- 
chase of a certain tract of land, as authorized by the act 
of congress of the 24th of May last. Read and laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. Buchanan, it was 

Resolved, That the committee on the public build- 
ings be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
curing such statues as may be necessary to complete the 
original design of the capitol; and of employing Luigi 
Persieo to execute the said sculpture. 

Mr. Richardson offered the following resolation which 
was on motion of Mr. Sawyer, laid on the table: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to consider 
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priation of the revenue accruing from duties oth. 
portation of spirits and wine, "to: the aeeun = fo. 
schools, to be apportioned amongst the several states in : 
ratio according to representation. rh. ; “ae 

On motion of Mr. Fort, it was 

Res:tved, ‘That the committee on the public lands b 
requested to inquire into the expediency of authoriz : 
the claimants of revolutiona y botiet “Tands to locat® 
their warrants on any of the public ads which have 
been offered for sale, and are subject to entry at the mini. 
mum prices of the government. 

Several bills reeeived from the senate were read ang 
referred, and the joint resolution from that body, pro- 





viding that when congress adjourns on Wednesday, th 
will adjourn to Monday next, was agreed to on the J 
ot the house.—Ayes 94, noes 79. pa 


The bill establishing a territory to be called the terr,. 
tory of Huron, came up for consideration, and was made 
the order of the day for the third of January next, . 

The house then resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, Mr. Bartlett of N. &. 
m the chair, and took up the bill for the oeecupation of 
the Oregon river. The bill was advocated by the chair. 
man of the committee on the Oregon river, Mr. Floyd, 
in a speech which occupied the committee until three 
o’elock. Mr. Gurley followed in a short speech ex- 
planatory of the objects of the company who had me. 
morialized congress fer permission to engage in the set- 
tlement of the territory, and concluded with proposing 
an amendment guaranteeing to them certain Privileges, 
together with a grant of land 40 miles square. 


Mr. Everett did not directly oppose either the bill or 
amendment, but, with regard to the latter, stated that, 
in that part of the country from which he came, there 
wasan association of three Tomson individuals, respecta- 
ble farmers and industrious artizans, who stood ready to 
embark in this enterprise, so soon as the permission and 
protection of the government should be secured to them, 
and expressed a doubt whether an exclusive grant of 40 
miles square to the Louisiana company, would have a 
just and proper bearing upon other settlers equally en- 
terprizing and meritorious. Mr. E. animadverted on 
that clause of the bill which went to fix the northern 
boundary of the territory at 54 degrees 18 minutes north, 
and reminded the gentleman from Va. [Mr. Floyd} that 
in a late negotiation with the British government, we 
had offered to accept of 49 deg. north, as the limit of our 
claims, which offer had been rejected. 

Mr. Buchanan was not unfriendly to the bill, but 
thought its language ought to be studied with great care, 
lest the nation should inadvertently compromit its own 
rights. He disliked that feature in the amendment which 
proposed a monopoly to one company of forty miles 
square, and believing that the subject required more mas 
ture consi leration, moved that the committee rise, and 
it rose accordingly; and thereupon the house adjourned 

WEDNESDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
[From the National Journal. } 

In the senate, the resolutions offered by Mr. Eator 
for changing the mode of appointing the standing com- 
mittees of the senate, was agreed to, nem. . By 
the rule, as it is now altered, the standing committees 
will be appointed by the president pro tempore of the 
senate; but when the vice president is present and pre- 
siding, the committees will be elected by ballot. Mr. 
Sanford submitted a resolution for ascertaining from the 
secretary of the treasury the proportional valae of gold 
and silver in relation to each other, and what alterations 
in the gold coins of the United States may be necessary 
to conform those coins to the silver coins in true relative 
value. Messrs. /redelland Ellis - were chosen members 
of the committee on enrolled bills, on the part of the 
senate. A few minutes were spent in the consideration 
of executive business. 

_ The house of representatives considered, for a short 
time, in committee of the whole, the bill authorising the 
occupation of the mouth of the Columbia river. me 
modifications were made, and after a very brief discus- 





the expedicncy of providing by law for an annual appro- | house was now prepared to act upon the subject. 


sion, the committee rose and. reported progress; the 
committee seemed generally to be of Saion that ths 
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